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 Friends and families gathered at the Har-
lem Yacht Club on April 12, 2008, to celebrate 
the 74th anniversary of City Island’s Temple 
Beth-El and to honor one of its most active 
and beloved members, Dr. Edmund Roth-
schild.
 Ed, as he is known to almost everyone, 
has been a valued trustee and officer of the 
Board of Directors of Temple Beth-El and 
also serves as treasurer. He designed the tem-
ple’s logo, a Star of David, in the shape of a 
sailboat and has helped maintain the temple 
building by utilizing his carpentry, home-re-
pair and nautical skills.
 Mort Ellis, Temple Beth-El’s president, 
presented Ed with a citation from Mayor 
Bloomberg. Proclamations from elected of-
ficials, including Borough President Adolfo 
Carrión Jr., Congressman Joseph Crowley, 
Senator Jeff Klein, Assemblyman Michael 

Benedetto and Council Member Jimmy Vacca 
were conferred on Ed, along with a special 
certificate of merit given to Ed by Exotiqa’s 
Paul Klein.
 After all the accolades, Ed graciously 
thanked his wife, Kathy Lonergan, his chil-
dren, family members and friends with whom 
“he shared this honor tonight.” 
 When he is not busy in his chosen profes-
sion of medicine, Ed can be found puttering 
around his garden, fishing and performing 
his duties as co-chair of the P.S. 175 School 
Leadership Team.  
 The night flew by as honoree and guests 
dined and danced the night away to music by 
the very talented Freddie Lando. Floral cen-
terpieces were generously donated by Paul 
Klein of Exotiqa. 
 Mazel Tov to Dr. Ed and smooth sailing 
to Temple Beth-El in the coming years.

Temple Beth-El Dinner Dance
By MARIA SWIECIKI

Photo by RICK DeWITT 

On April 12, 2008, City Island’s Temple Beth-El celebrated its 74th anniversary at the 
Harlem Yacht Club. Islander Dr. Edmund Rothschild was honored at the gala dinner 
dance. Shown above (l. to r.) are the officers and members of the board of trustees, 
along with some special friends of the temple: Bob Berent, Steve Slotnik, President 
Mort Ellis, Council Member James Vacca, Dr. Ed Rothschild, Rabbi Shohama Wiener, 
Paul Klein, Nan Kaplan, Irwin Hoberman, Violet Ellis and Marc Kaplan. 

 Move over, you new stadiums for the 
Yankees and the Mets: the renovated City Is-
land Little League baseball and softball fields 
opened for the season with a special ceremony 
on April 26, 2008. The occasion marked the 
long-awaited return to the “diamonds by the 
sea” after the 2007 season, when Island boys 
and girls had to play all their games elsewhere 
in the Bronx. 
 Bob Whelan, president of the City Island 
Little League (CILL), presided over the start 
of the season and dedication of the newly ren-
ovated Ambrosini Field, named after Anthony 
Ambrosini, a longtime Islander and baseball 
coach. The completion of the field and the 
new playground area represents the culmina-
tion of years of planning, endless meetings 
with the New York City Parks Department 
and the generous support of local politicians.
  The three-year-long project actually 
began with funding from the Parks Depart-
ment that was part of the $2 million received 
by Bronx Parks as a result of Van Cortlandt 
Park being selected as the site of a new filtra-
tion plant for the city’s water from the Cro-
ton Reservoir. Former State Assemblyman 
Stephen Kaufman, who spoke at the opening 
ceremony, was instrumental in getting $2.2 
million from this source for the renovation of 

Ambrosini Field. 
 The renovation also included a new 
playground area at the front of the property 
on City Island Avenue next to P.S. 175. The 
City Island group Millennium Moms worked 
alongside CILL and the Parks Department to 
design a playground with a nautical theme that 
would be consistent with the Island’s history. 
The new equipment features an anchor (which 
in summer will serve as a sprinkler), the helm 
of a ship and other nautical elements. 
 Two new ball fields are now in place be-
tween City Island Avenue and Long Island 
Sound—a baseball field and a softball field. 
Now, for the first time, girls in St. Mary’s 
Softball League will be able to play on City 
Island rather than having to go to the field 
near Rodman’s Neck. 
 Getting this project completed was no 
easy task, according to Mr. Whelan. Over 250 
tons of rock was put in place to shore up the 
bulkhead on the water side of the fields and 
prevent further erosion. Then the Parks De-
partment crews leveled the entire area and put 
in new soil and brand-new sod. A sprinkler 
system was installed throughout both fields, 
to the great relief of many past CILL volun-
teers, who used to hose down the infields by 
hand. There are now three water fountains for 

2008 CILL Season Opens on 
Newly Renovated Field

By KAREN NANI and BARBARA DOLENSEK

Photo by BARABARA DOLENSEK

The City Island Little League baseball and softball season began on April 26, 2008, on 
the newly renovated Ambrosini Field. Bob Whelan, president of CILL, presided over 
the start of the season and dedication of the new baseball and softball diamonds. 
Funded by the New York City Parks Department and local politicians, the renovation 
also includes a new playground with a nautical theme at the front of the park near 
P.S. 175. 
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Coach John Lyons with Rob Connolly on third base, Anthony Gonzalez playing third, 
Nick Zappier at shortstop and Austin Cottam on second base.

players and spectators, as well as a sturdy new 
grandstand. 
 The concession and equipment build-
ing, originally constructed a decade ago by 
Chris McGuire and other CILL volunteers, 
remains in place, although not without a fight, 
Mr. Whelan told The Current. The Parks De-
partment made him produce all the original 
permits and approval letters to prevent the 
building from being torn down. There is even 
something for Island adults in the new field—
an exercise station installed near the entrance 
to the park, just past the playground. 
 To help insure that the entire renovation 
does not fall prey to vandalism and graffiti, 
surveillance cameras and lighting have been 
put in place, thanks to former New York As-
sembly candidate Jay Savino. 
 At the opening-day ceremony, after a 
prayer offered by the Rev. Susan Chadwick, 
Mr. Whelan acknowledged the support of Ste-
phen Kaufman and many other local and state 
officials, including Council Member James 
Vacca, Assemblyman Michael Benedetto 
(both of whom were present) and Congress-
man Joseph Crowley and Borough President 
Adolfo Carrion (who sent representatives). He 
also acknowledged the volunteers who helped 

prepare the field, as well as the CILL execu-
tive board, coaches, sponsors and parents who 
make the Little League the successful program 
that it is. 
 Jimmy Vacca announced that he had put 
a grant of $1,000 for the Little League into 
the new city budget and was working with the 
Borough President to rehabilitate the early-
childhood playground behind the school, a 
program that would begin during the summer 
this year. Assemblyman Mike Benedetto also 
announced that the new state budget would in-
clude $1,500 for the CILL. Liz Lyons read a 
letter from Mayor Bloomberg, who expressed 
his best wishes to the teams for a great year .
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GARDEN CLUB LUNCHEON: You are cordially invited to attend the 
annual luncheon of the Garden Club of City Island, which will take place at noon on Thurs-
day, May 22, at the City Island Yacht Club. Pre-paid reservations are $30. Call Ruth Collins 
at 718-885-1361 and join us for a most festive and pleasant afternoon with fine food, door 
prizes, beautiful baskets and raffles. 
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CALLING ALL YOUNG ARTISTS  for the 18th Young Artist Exhibition 
at the Focal Point Gallery, 321 City Island Avenue. Any artist aged 18 or younger may submit 
one work of art and have it exhibited at the gallery. The work may be a drawing, painting, 
sculpture or photograph. Just bring in the work and Focal Point will mat, frame and hang the 
art in the exhibition. All art should be at the gallery by May 25, 2008. The exhibition will 
open on Saturday, June 7, with a reception from 1 to 4 p.m. For further information, call 
718-885-1403. This event is made possible with the public funds from the Bronx Council on 
the Arts through the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs Greater New York Arts 
Development Fund Regrants Program, Bronx Borough President Aldolfo Carrión and the 
Bronx Delegation of the City Council.

CLOTHING DONATION: The Masons are sponsoring a clothing drive on 
Saturday, May 17, from 9 a.m. to noon, at the City Island Temple, 241 City Island Avenue at 
the corner of Schofield Street. All donations should be clean and placed in separate bags for 
women, men and children to help St. Athanasius Church distribute the clothing more quickly 
to the needy. 

BLOOD DRIVE: On Tuesday, May 13, the Pelham Masonic temple will hold its 
regular Blood Drive from 4 to 8 p.m. at Trinity United Methodist Church on City Island 
Avenue at Bay Street.

SPECIAL HEALING SERVICE:  On Sunday afternoon May 18, at 5 p.m., 
Grace Episcopal Church (116 City Island Avenue) will offer a special healing service in 
conjunction with its sister parish, Christ Episcopal Church in Pelham. The public is warmly 
invited to partake of this quiet, contemplative worship opportunity, which will feature the lay-
ing on of hands for healing, a tradition that dates to the earliest church. For more information, 
please call Mother Patty Alexander at 718-885-1080 or e-mail RevPPA@aol.com. 

HEALTHY SENIOR EXERCISE PROGRAM: More than 40 people 
have joined the exercise classes at Grace Church parish hall on Tuesdays and Thursdays, but 
there is plenty of room for more. The classes include Sittercise with Patty Grondahl on Tues-
days at 10, which focuses on movement for arthritic joints; Tai/Chi Yoga with Marc Kaplan 
on Tuesdays at noon, featuring gentle movement to improve flexibility, balance and strength; 
and Cardio-Fitness with Mary Immediato on Thursdays at 9:30 a.m., based on the popular 
Silver Sneakers program. The suggested contribution for each class is $2. The programs 
are sponsored by the Presbyterian Senior Services and New York City’s Department for the 
Aging. Every Monday and Wednesday, the City Island van leaves Pilot Street at 9:30 a.m. to 
pick up participants on their corner of City Island Avenue to go to Orchard Beach for a walk 
and a stretch. The transportation contribution is 50 cents each way. Call Patty at 914-882-9578 
for more information or to reserve a place on the van.

BEAUTIFY THE BRONX: Pitch in to clean the City Island Bridge and sur-
rounding areas as part of the annual “Team Up to Clean Up the Bronx,” a program sponsored 
by the office of the Bronx Borough President. The clean-up will meet at Bridge Park on Sun-
day, May 4, from 9 to 12 noon, rain or shine. Volunteers are encouraged to wear sun block and 
to bring work gloves. For further information, call Patty Grondahl at 914-882-9578.

30TH ANNUAL RUNNING RACES AND FITNESS WALK:  
The Bronx Community College (BCC) 30th annual 10K race (6.2 miles), 5K race (3.1 miles), 
and the Michael Steuerman two-mile fitness walk will take place on Saturday, May 3, rain or 
shine. Runners from ages 7 to 80 should check-in at BCC on Saturday morning from 8 to 9:30 
a.m. There is free parking on the BCC campus, which is at West 181st Street and University 
Avenue. Visit http://www.bcc.cuny.edu/directions/directions.htm for directions. The 5K run 
will start at 10 a.m., and the 10K race and the two-mile Fitness Walk will start at 10:30 a.m. 
The Awards Ceremony will be held at noon, and there will be a barbecue lunch. The first 300 
registrants will receive long-sleeve tee shirts and medallions. Come with the family; there will 
be supervised games and prizes for children. For a registration form, call 718-289-5989 or 
register on line at www.active.com. 

INDOOR TAG SALES: First, at the City Island Community Center, 190 Ford-
ham Street, on May 4 and 18 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Tables are available for $10 each. Please 
come and sell your wares or buy them! Call 718-885-1145 for information or to reserve your 
table. Next, on Saturday, May 10, Grace Church will hold their fourth annual spring tag sale 
at 116 City Island Ave. at Pilot Street. The doors will be open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. with 
baked goods and coffee at “Grace Café”. Donations may be dropped off at the parish hall on 
May 8 and 9 from 6 to 9 p.m.

MOTHER’S DAY PLANT SALE: The City Island Girl Scouts will host a 
plant sale the day before Mother’s Day, Saturday, May 10, outside the Trinity United Method-
ist Church, City Island Avenue at Bay Street, from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. 

MOON OVER BUFFALO: The City Island Theater Group presents Ken 
Ludwig’s hilarious comedy/farce “Moon Over Buffalo” during the month of May in the parish 
hall at Grace Episcopal Church, 116 City Island Avenue at Pilot Street. Performances are on 
Fridays, May 16 and 23 at 8 p.m.; Saturdays, May 17 and May 24 at 8 p.m., Thursday, May 22 
at 8 p.m.; and Sundays, May 18 and May 25 at 3 p.m. Call 718-885-3066 or e-mail tickets@
cityislandtheatergroup.com to reserve your tickets! 

ALERT-ALL LANDSCAPERS: Last year a new law went into effect 
concerning the yard waste generated by landscapers. No longer can it be set out for the 
Department of Sanitation to collect, nor can be it dispersed in or around the curb or street. 
Landscapers are businesses, and they must dispose of yard material as commercial waste. 
Fines for lack of compliance are $100 for the first and second violations and $200 for the third 
and each subsequent violation. 

COMMUNITY-SUPPORTED AGRICULTURE PROGRAM:  
It is not too late to enroll in this wonderful program where members receive fresh certified 
organic produce from an upstate farm every week. Each week’s share consists of 9 to 12 
different vegetables weighing about 12 pounds in midsummer into fall. The 24-week season 
starts the second week in June and ends in late November. Members purchase shares ($450, 
due June 1, 2008) and pick up their vegetables at a location on City Island to be determined. A 
fruit share is also available for $210; this covers 20 weeks and consists of about 5 to 8 pounds 
of fruits. For more information contact: Christine Williams at williams10464@aol.com, 117 
Horton Street; cell 347-525-4727 or Marie Caesar at mariecaesar@hotmail.com. 

HUTCHINSON RIVER RESTORATION PROJECT: Saturday, 
May 3, 2008, is the Borough President’s Bronx Cleanup Day. In order to participate in that 
cleanup, the members of the Hutchinson River Restoration Project are inviting interested 
people to meet in the Rodman’s Neck parking area at 9 a.m. The cleanup of the Hutchinson 
River will be held from 9 to 11 a.m. For further information, please call Islander Eleanor Rae 
at 718-885-9653. 

TRINITY FUND RAISER

JUNE 14, 2008   5 PM - 8 PM

REMEMBER TO CALL EARLY FOR YOUR TICKETS
PLEASE CALL BY JUNE 10TH

ELLEN ~ 718-518-7241
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 This month’s production from the City Is-
land Theater Group (CITG) is a hilarious come-
dy about the backstage drama created by a hus-
band-and-wife team running a repertory theater 
company on the road in Buffalo, New York, in 
1953. So it seems appropriate, since this issue 
of The Current has to go to press before open-
ing night, to write a review of the backstage 
drama that goes into the making of the play in-
stead of reviewing the finished production, and 
to encourage readers to go to the play and judge 
the performances for yourselves.
 Ken Ludwig’s “Moon Over Buffalo,” 
was a great hit on Broadway years ago, star-
ring Carol Burnett as Charlotte Hay, a role 
written especially for her. The CITG audi-
ence will be delighted with the new Char-
lotte, however, who is played with enormous 
comic wit by Camille Kaiser. The relationship 
between Charlotte and her husband, George 
(the equally witty CITG veteran Bill Kozy), 
runs the gamut from warm affection to actual 
sword fighting, with all sorts of verbal sword-
play in between.
 It seems that Charlotte and George, who 
are not exactly the Lunts, have come on hard 
times in their theatrical life. Not only have they 
run out of money, but their talented daughter 
(played by CITG favorite Elizabeth Paldino) 
has broken up with their sensible stage man-
ager (John Garcia) and taken up with a new 
boyfriend (Keith Trauceniek) and decided 

A Farce in the Making
By BARBARA DOLENSEK

 In 1976, Bill Clancy and his wife, Mary 
Anne (née Mahalage), visited Mary Anne’s 
home town, Mahanoy City, Pennsylvania, and 
they did what most couples do when visiting 
their favorite place—they bought a souve-
nir. Of course, since we’re talking about the 
Clancys here, it wasn’t an ordinary souvenir. 
It was a 1939 Mack fire engine, which Bill 
drove home to City Island in the pouring rain 
and kept in his driveway for some 30 years. 
What makes this story even more unusual is 
that after three decades on City Island, the fire 
engine has recently returned to its hometown 
and become a cherished possession of its 
original fire department.
 Let us begin with the trip to City Island in 
1976. Bill relates that the rain was so intense 
during the 160-mile ride that the temporary 
license plate fell off the back of the engine. 
When he was stopped by the New Jersey state 
police, Bill explained that he was taking the 
truck home, having just bought it in Penn-
sylvania. The trooper radioed ahead so that 
Bill was not stopped again on his trip home, 
and, not only that, the troopers along the road 
waved and flashed their lights as he passed 
them.
 Once the engine arrived on City Island, it 
immediately became a familiar sight in City 
Island parades and other community events. 
Bill would take his family and friends for 
rides on the engine, but by 1985 when his 
sons were grown and the engine began to 
need serious maintenance, he retired it to his 
driveway and covered it with a tarp. “We just 
stopped using it,” Bill told a reporter from the 
Republican & Herald newspaper in Potts-

ville, Pennsylvania. “It just sat there. I really 
felt bad.” Several people expressed interest in 
buying the engine, but they never got serious. 
Flash forward to 2007, when a small fire 
started at a house next door to the Clancys. 
The firefighters who responded to the alarm 
noticed the engine and asked the Clancys 
what they were planning to do with it. Bill 
told them that he would be glad to donate it 
to whoever would be willing to restore it, and 
when the firefighters noticed “Humane No. 
1. Mahanoy City PA” on the hood, they con-
tacted the original fire department and offered 
it to them.
 The Humane West Centre Street station, 
a volunteer company, had no idea what had 
happened to the engine, so when they got 
the call, they were delighted at the prospect 
of getting it back. In November 2007, nine 
members of the station rented a van and drove 
to City Island to take a look at the fire engine. 
Within weeks, they hired a flatbed truck and 
pulled the 1939 Mack onto it for the trip home 
to Mahanoy City, where it is being restored 
with the support of the Schuylkill Historical 
Society.
 Michael Kitsock, president of the society, 
was impressed by the way in which the Hu-
mane company found their old engine. “There 
is so much heritage,” he told the Republican 
& Herald. “Fire trucks are a special type of 
machine. They are man’s greatest gift to the 
service of man.”
 The Clancys miss their old engine, but 
they are delighted that it is back where it came 
from, and it goes without saying that they are 
also pleased to have their driveway back. 

A FIRE ENGINE GOES HOME
By BARBARA DOLENSEK

Photo by RICK DEWITT 

The City Island Girl Scouts wrapped up a successful year at their annual Court of 
Awards held at Trinity Methodist Church Hall on Saturday April 12, 2008, from 10 a.m. 
to noon. The morning started off with breakfast, followed by the ceremony, as troop 
by troop, the scouts and their leaders celebrated their achievements for the year.  

Photo by MARy ANNE CLANCy 

Members of the Humane West Centre Street station were delighted to have their 1939 
fire engine back, thanks to the Clancy family, who gave it a good home for 30 years on 
City Island. Bill Clancy (second from right in the first row) poses here with his son, Bill 
Jr. (far left) and with members of the Humane station who came to City Island to take 
their beloved fire engine back home. 

Photos by MARy MCINTyRE

The new production of the City Island Theater Group is a delightful farce, “Moon Over 
Buffalo.” Here, Camille Kaiser as veteran actress Charlotte Hay shows her ability to 
express emotion, flanked by Elizabeth Paldino, Frank Siciliano and Sandra  Prosnitz.

(914) 760-1106

to leave the theater forever. George himself 
has taken up with a local Buffalo girl (Tara 
Brant), much to Charlotte’s horror, though she 
too is being wooed by a wealthy suitor (Frank 
Siciliano). Overseeing all this mayhem is 
Charlotte’s stone-deaf mother, Ethel (Sandra 
Prosnitz), who hears little but sees and knows 
a great deal. 
 Fate gives these aging thespians one more 
shot at fame, however, when we learn film di-
rector Frank Capra is en route to Buffalo to 
catch their matinee performance of “Cyrano de 
Bergerac” (or maybe it’s Noel Coward’s “Pri-
vate Lives”), perhaps to cast them in his film 
version of “The Scarlet Pimpernel.” As they 
prepare for his arrival, chaos breaks out, as the 
actors dash about the stage chasing each other 
and slamming doors as they go. 
 Of course, at the time The Current went to 
press, the actors were rushing around the stage 
chasing each other through non-existent doors 
and fighting with non-existent swords as direc-
tor Nick Sala and stage manager Eileen Fox 
tried to determine the blocking and keep track 
of the mayhem. But everyone had learned his 
or her lines and was definitely getting into the 
spirit of the thing, as their private personalities 
disappeared into fabulous characters whose 
antics will leave you laughing in the aisles. 
 For reservations, call 718-885-3066. Ad-
mission fees are $15 at the door; $12 reserved 
seats, seniors, and students.

A Current Preview
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We welcome letters and opinions. Letters longer than 
250 words will be edited, with every effort made to 
preserve their substance. We reserve the right not to 
print letters that are copies, libelous, inaccurate or in 
bad taste, or those that cannot be verified. Include your 
phone number. Anonymous letters will not be printed, 
but names will be withheld upon request.

Heartfelt Thanks 
To the Editor:
 Thank you, Deacon Bill Mueller, for all 
your efforts and supreme wisdom that you 
used to support our beloved St. Mary, Star of 
the Sea Parish Church during your many years 
as deacon. I am just one of many parishioners 
who thank you for your spiritual guidance and 
commitment of faith to our youth, and others 
through all these years. 
 We thank you for your quiet, generous na-
ture; responsible character; and commitment 
to the young and elderly alike. We are grateful 
for your compassion to friends and neighbors 
and your undying love of faith and church and 
our City Island community! 
 As you go happily into retirement, we 
will miss seeing your smiling face on God’s 
altar, your articulate sermons, and, most of all, 
your dedicated presence. Good luck, Bill and 
Angela, in your future endeavors, and forever, 
many, many thanks.

Margie McNulty  

Thanks from the Garden Club
To the Editor:
 The Garden Club of City Island owes all 
of you in our island community an enormous 
thank-you for the support you have given us 
since we were founded more than 48 years 
ago. The club’s primary focus is on the public 
spaces of City Island, such as the memorial 
areas, the parks and the tree pits along City 
Island Avenue. 
 As you saw in our annual fund-raising let-
ter, we had accomplished several specific proj-

Thanks for Your Help
To the Editor:
 I would like to express my most sincere 
gratitude to my family and friends at the Black 
Whale and to the City Island community for all 
your love and support after my house fire. I am 
especially grateful to Bill and Vickie Kenney 
for never letting me feel alone or unsupported, 
to Calliope Rigos and her mother, Marie, for 
gifts that went beyond anything I could have 
expected or imagined, and to Christine Werk-
hoven, without whom I would never have got-
ten through this extraordinary experience. All 
my love and thanks,

Maurice Richard

Thanks for the Tree Service
To the Editor:
 I feel compelled to tell you what nice 
neighbors the Owens Brothers Tree Service 
are. I contacted them on April 7 because I 
thought they had cut branches on King Avenue 
and left the branches on the street, taking up 
two precious parking spaces.
 Dennis Owens explained to me that they 
cannot and would not do business that way. If 
they did, their customers would not pay them!
 He offered to take a look at the mess some-
one else left and he offered to take away the 
debris in the interest of being a good neighbor.
 And the Owens Brothers made good on 
their very generous offer and carted away the 
branches. Good neighbors like this should be 
celebrated, recognized and appreciated.
 Thank you, Dennis Owens.

Joanne Brogan

Naples Comes to City Island
To the Editor:
 Two years ago I finally got to Naples, 
Italy, after imagining it from Shakespeare 
and poetry, movies and the travel photos I had 
seen. When I got there, I was flabbergasted. 
It was the dirtiest city I had ever seen. A few 
steps from our lovely hotel is a tour-book rec-
ommended area were mounds of garbage and 
even a pig’s head, which were still there days 
later! Why do I mention this? Because I walk 
my wonderful City Island regularly and have 
never seen it so slovenly, neglected and de-
crepit-looking in 40-plus years of living here.
 Yes, I have always picked up and depos-
ited cans and newspapers in a pail going and 
coming from the bridge. That is something a 
citizen realizes is necessary from time to time. 
But I’m referring to the fronts of stores, the 
parcels of grass outside a City Island Avenue 
fenced-in private house, an unused lot next to 
one of our most popular stores, where there are 
layers of dog turds and debris that one stroller 
cannot tackle while walking—and should not 
have to! 
 We can attack dog owners and people 
who unload their ashtrays and fast-food car-

Auto Larcenies on the Rise
To the Editor:
 City Island is a beautiful place to live. 
The residents here for the most part are both 
friendly and established in their community. 
Sad to say since the beginning of April, many 
car larcenies have occurred. At least three resi-
dents in the Tier Street area were affected, my 
vehicle included. 
 Luckily, a local resident and business own-
er happened to be driving past. The police were 
on the scene, and the first thing he asked was: 
“Are you okay?” I was calling the Automobile 
Club, when he said, “No problem, I’ll give you 
a boost.” He fixed my broken window, boosted 
the car and even cleaned the vehicle. The price 
was so low I was embarrassed. 
 City Island Auto Body showed a lot of class. 
I am in the Republican Party in City Island and 
a retired officer. The whole feeling is a com-
munity that looks out for each other and has a 
genuine interest. I ride my bike every morning 
through the Island, and I feel proud to live here. 
 Trust me, I will be looking out for others 
the same way Eddie from City Island Auto 
Body did for me. This is our community, and 
we must be watchful for the bad elements. 

John S. Mitchell

ects this year and we have many more that are 
ongoing. These include the Legion’s memorial 
triangle, the Welcome to City Island sign and 
Hawkins Street Park. We are currently in dis-
cussion with the New York City Parks Depart-
ment regarding the refurbishment of Hawkins 
Park, and we will keep you informed about that 
project. Our goal for 2008–2009 is to continue 
our existing projects and programs but also to 
participate in new ones, such as the renovation 
of the grounds in front of the City Island Nauti-
cal Museum.
 We would like to make a special plea to 
all of you residents to keep your property well 
maintained by weeding, sweeping and gener-
ally beautifying your own little piece of the 
Island. If we all our do part, the effort will be 
worthy of great pride and a sense of accom-
plishment. Your contributions and encourage-
ment to our Beautification Fund have allowed 
us to achieve many of our goals over the years, 
and we hope you will continue to support us 
both through donations as well as your own 
beautification efforts.
 The Garden Club of City Island welcomes 
anyone interested in our goals and programs to 
join our organization. We meet at 10 a.m. on 
the first Monday of every month at the City Is-
land Yacht Club, at the foot of west Pilot Street. 
Remember, this is not a “ladies only” club, but 
a community effort.  If you can’t make it to 
a meeting, call Phyllis Goodman at 718-885-
0521 for more information about how you can 
participate.
 We invite each of you to help us by making 
all of City Island a place that is neat, clean and 
beautiful, that has great curb appeal not only 
for residents, but for our visitors as well.  

Barbara Hoffman

tons from their cars, but in the end, we are the 
ones who must keep this garbage under con-
trol. We, the residents and store owners. This 
is our home. It is bad enough that the ongo-
ing street construction invites added cans and 
lunch wrappings and even discarded building 
and paving supplies—but we all have a respon-
sibility to talk to the offenders and to beg store 
owners to clean up their property daily or at 
least weekly!
 What has happened to us? We used to 
be that “lovely New England village island” 
nestled in the Bronx, with quaint-looking, 
well-cared-for stores (empty or not) and tidy, 
looked-after house fronts (and backs). Now we 
are a sorry-looking island with an avenue and 
side streets that look unkempt and forgotten. 
What has happened to the island I was once so 
proud to show off to the world?

Carmen Mason

REMOVALPRUNING

 FREE ESTIMATES
BUCKET TRUCK RENTAL

FULLY INSURED
718-885-0914
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  If you thought the directors of the St. 
Mary, Star of the Sea (SMSS) basketball 
program could take a well-deserved rest af-
ter the long winter season, think again. The 
Whelans, Bob and Annamarie, barely had 
time to catch their breath when the City 
Island Little League (CILL) season began, 
and they switched from their basketball jer-
seys to their volunteer baseball caps.
 Bob Whelan, in his fifth year as presi-
dent of CILL, presided over the start of 
the 2008 season and the dedication of the 
newly renovated Ambrosini Field on April 
26 (see story and photos this issue). The 
completion of the field and the new play-
ground area represents the culmination of 
years of planning, meetings with the Parks 
Department and pleading with local politi-
cians for support.
 The couple’s multitasking marriage 
began in 1984, when they met skiing at 
Hunter Mountain in upstate New York. In-
troduced by friends who shared a ski house 
at Hunter, the Whelans were married in 
1990 in Queens, where Annamarie grew 
up. 
 Bob is a longtime Islander. His parents, 
Tom and Barbara, were social members of 
the Morris Yacht Club for many years, and 
they finally decided to move to City Island 
from the Norwood section of the Bronx 
in 1960. They raised the six Whelan chil-
dren—Bob, Michael, Billy, Tom, Jim and 
Jeanne—on Marine Street, where Barbara 
still lives.
 Bob attended St. Mary, Star of the Sea 
School and Fordham Prep High School. 
He then enrolled at John Jay College, after 
which he became a police officer at the age 
of 20. He retired from the NYPD and now 
works for Verizon. 
 His interest in coaching basketball be-
gan early, while he was still in high school. 
He started helping out at St. Mary’s and 
then became a full-time coach when his 
son, Kevin, began playing in 1998. That 
year Bob also started coaching Little 
League. 
 He joined the CILL board of directors 
and eventually succeeded Irwin Weinfeld 

as president in 2003. Obviously not ones 
to say “Let someone else step up,” Bob and 
Annamarie also assumed the leadership of 
SMSS Basketball from another hard-work-
ing Island couple, Cathy and Frank Cebek. 
 It has definitely been a husband-and-
wife effort in both their careers and their 
volunteer efforts. Annamarie was also a 
member of the NYPD from 1986 to 2006. 
“We attended the same police academy 
class, but we didn’t know each other,” she 
told The Current. Annamarie retired from 
the Housing Department as a sergeant, a 
rank not achieved by many women. 
 The couple moved to Fordham Place 
on City Island in 1993 and now have three 
children, Kevin, Briana and Christine. An-
namarie started working with the SMSS 
basketball girls teams when their two 
daughters began to participate, and now the 
couple shares the hard work of the “long, 
but enjoyable” City Island basketball sea-
son. “Anna runs the program and does all 
the paperwork. I make the decisions,” Bob 
said smiling. When asked whether they still 
enjoy skiing, Anna said: “Unfortunately 
we don’t have time for that anymore. We’re 
too busy with basketball in the winter.” 
 Like many City Island mothers, she 
juggles work, parenthood and volunteer-
ing. She is now preparing for her son’s 
eighth-grade graduation from P.S. 175 this 
June and looks forward to getting involved 
at Fordham Prep, his new school as of Sep-
tember. Kevin will be the third generation 
of Whelan boys to attend Fordham Prep, 
following in the footsteps of his father and 
his late grandfather. 
 As if their schedules aren’t busy 
enough, the Whelans were in the middle of 
moving to a new house on King Avenue as 
this story was being written. I interviewed 
them amidst the noise of hammers and 
drills, as they renovated sections of their 
new home, formerly owned by Dr. Robert 
and Susan Greenlee. Susan was a dedicat-
ed volunteer at P.S. 175 when her children, 
Travis, Cameron and Hannah, attended the 
school. So you could say that the house’s 
tradition of community spirit continues. 

A COUPLE FOR ALL (SPORTS) 
SEASONS

By KAREN NANI

 Many City Islanders may not be aware 
that some in our community, parishioners at 
Grace Episcopal Church, have made it possi-
ble for a parish in Tanzania to purchase a cow, 
whose presence will significantly improve the 
physical and economic health of the parish.
 This connection between Grace Church 
and the Diocese of Central Tanganyika is 
made possible through “The Carpenter’s 
Kids,” a mission initiative of the Diocese of 
New York in partnership with the Anglican 
Diocese of Central Tanganyika in Tanzania, 
East Africa. 
 Africa continues to be devastated by the 
ongoing HIV/AIDS pandemic, and estimates 
suggest that the Diocese of Central Tangan-
yika is currently home to at least 40,000 or-
phans who have lost their parents to HIV and 
AIDS. The Carpenter’s Kids program was es-
tablished a few years ago to help selected or-
phans by providing a school uniform, a pair of 
shoes, and adequate school supplies to enable 
them to attend primary school. These children 
also are fed breakfast on school days. Incred-
ibly, $50 a year defrays all of these expenses 

for one child.
 Mother Patty Alexander, vicar of Grace 
Episcopal Church, has been invited to be the 
spiritual leader of a pilgrimage from the New 
York diocese to Tanzania that will take place 
from July 7 to 18 this summer. She is thrilled 
to be leading this pilgrimage, which she calls 
“the dream of a lifetime.” Her husband, the 
Reverend J. Randolph Alexander, rector of 
Christ Church in Pelham, visited the Carpen-
ter’s Kids last summer, so Mother Patty is de-
lighted to be able to follow suit. 
 Because supplies of all kinds are very 
scarce in Tanzania, and since shipping costs 
are prohibitive, she will be taking with her 
large suitcases filled with t-shirts, school sup-
plies, deflated soccer balls and other gifts for 
the children in the program. 
 Mother Patty welcomes contributions 
from City Islanders, so please be in touch with 
her at 718-885-1080 or RevPPA@aol.com, if 
you would like to help out. More information 
about the Carpenter’s Kids program is also 
available at www.carpenterskids.net.

“CARPENTER’S KIDS”: 
A MISSION IN TANZANIA

By BARBARA DOLENSEK

Photo by THE REV. J. RANDOLPH ALEXANDER

These Carpenter’s Kids in the village of Lamaiti, Tanzania, are wearing the t-shirts that 
were taken to them last summer by the Rev. J. Randolph Alexander of Christ Church 
in Pelham. A new mission to Tanzania this summer will be led by Grace Church’s vicar, 
the Rev. Patricia Alexander.  Annamarie and Bob Whelan are shown with their three children, Kevin, Briana and 

Christine, after Kevin’s confirmation in April 2008. 

Photo by PATTy GRONDAHL

Healthy seniors exercise at Grace Church on Tuesdays and Thursdays (see Brief, 
page 2).
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 In the month when the Starving Artist 
Gallery/Café (249 City Island Avenue; 718-
885-3779) celebrates its 11th anniversary 
on City Island, we have everything from 
young musicians to jazz to blues to the best 
of singer-songwriters. On the anniversary 
weekend itself, Starving Artist offers the 
debut of singer-songwriter Susan Kane on 
Friday, May 2, at 8 p.m. That Saturday, May 
3—the same day the Artist opened in 1997, 
songwriter Nicola brings her “wicked, bril-
liant, awesome” self to help us celebrate in 
style, starting at 8 p.m. On Sunday, May 4, 
it’s another debut, Spuyten Duyvil, a band 
offering acoustic / folk / blues selections. 
The following weekend, bring in your mom, 
grandmother, or aunt or just treat yourself 
to the music of Amura on Friday, May 9, at 
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If you have a new business, or if your old business is 
offering a new service, write to The Current, P.O. Box 6, 
City Island, NY 10464 by the 10th of the month.

718-885-3400

Catering for All Occasions
WE DELIVER

8 p.m., or the awesome talent of Lawrence 
“Lipbone” Redding on Saturday, May 10, 
also at 8 p.m.  The first two days of the fol-
lowing weekend feature young musicians. 
On Friday, May 16, at 8 p.m. City Island’s 
James McGowan and Evan Berent perform; 
that Saturday, May 17, Lauren West per-
forms, beginning at 8 p.m. On Sunday, May 
18, it’s the City Island Jazz Quartet, led by 
City Island’s Roger Scala on saxophone 
and featuring the legendary jazz artist Lou 
Volpe on guitar. On Friday, May 23, the 
Freakin’ Ricans are back with us at 8 p.m. 
That Saturday, May 24, Elliott Glick of the 
Starving Artist, along with wife, Monica 
Glick, and music-artist and City Islander 
Lucille Rivin are on stage at 8 p.m. with Just 
Us, an evening of favorites. On Sunday, May 
25, there’s a Starving Artist Jam, commenc-
ing at 3 p.m.; all musicians, all instruments 
welcome. Then it’s the last-Friday-of-the-
month “Take the Stage” Open Mike Night on 
Friday, May 30, at 8 p.m., ending with blues 
/ folk songwriter Phil Minissale on Saturday, 
May 31, at 8 p.m. For more information, 
visit our Web site at www.starvingartiston-
line.com.

 It never fails. As spring approaches, peo-
ple start thinking about getting in shape for 
summer, and every year the number one ques-
tion I am asked is: “How can I get great abs?” 
 You have probably pondered that ques-
tion at some time or another yourself, and 
it is likely that you are frustrated with your 
waistline. Maybe you have given up on your 
abs after doing dozens of crunches only to see 
zero results. I don’t blame you.
 Forget everything you’ve heard about 
how to sculpt your abs. Crunches simply 
aren’t the answer. In fact, doing crunches with 
the hope that they will turn your midsection 

into a washboard is to operate under one of 
the most widely held fitness myths. Simply 
put, training one area of your body, or spot 
reducing, will not specifically burn fat from 
that area. 
 You have probably heard that spot reduc-
ing is a myth, but most people still train as if 
it is true. Doing crunches will not magically 
make your waist shrink; it will not cause your 
muffin top to disappear; and it will not give 
you washboard abs. Only a reduction in body 
fat will do that for you.
 So what is the secret to great abs? Instead 
of endless crunches, the secret is a winning 

GETTING INTO SHAPE WITH 
MR. AMERICA

By BUTCH NIEVES 

combination of fat-burning cardio, resistance 
training, and proper eating. It is absolutely 
possible for you to dramatically shape up 
your waistline before summer hits this year. 
Weight loss is not reserved only for the people 
you’ve seen on the “Biggest Loser” or on diet 
pill infomercials. You can do it too. Just the 
two questions below to see how your routine 
measures up.
 How often do you exercise? If your answer 
is anything less than four times a week, then 
that’s the first thing getting between you and 
streamline abs. You need to adopt a fat-burn-
ing workout, which is a routine that includes 
intense cardiovascular training coupled with 
effective resistance training. Do you do this?
 I’m sorry to be the one to break this to 
you, but walking on the treadmill for 30 min-
utes isn’t a fat-blasting routine. Neither is a 
leisurely 20 minutes on the elliptical machine. 
The truth is that you can dramatically increase 
your results while investing less time when 
you exercise right. 
 Cardio exercise is all about maintaining 
an effective level of intensity. This doesn’t 
mean that you should be out of breath or gasp-
ing for air. It does mean that you need to push 
yourself. Resistance training is the second 
key part of a fat-burning workout. This means 
working your major muscle groups against 
resistance in a way that stimulates your me-
tabolism. Again the key here is to find the 
right intensity and to keep each muscle group 
guessing.
 What kind of shape is your diet in? Diet 
is a big stumbling block for most people, espe-
cially as it relates to their midsection. Here’s 
a fact: If your diet is out of control, then your 
abs will be, too. You can’t trim your waist 
without trimming the junk out of your diet, 
regardless of how hard you exercise. Here are 
some important tips:
 • Keep calories in check. Do you know 
how many calories you eat? The best way to 
find out is to record everything you eat for a 
few days. Tally the number of calories that 
you eat each day and do an evaluation. Feel 
free to recruit me to help out with this part. To-

gether we’ll chart improvements for your diet 
and adjust your calories for maximum results. 
 • Just say “no” to junk food. While this may 
seem obvious, your definition of “junk food” 
may need an alteration. Refined sugar is one of 
the biggest culprits in the junk food world. It 
is found in soft drinks, blended coffee drinks, 
cookies, cakes, packaged snacks and other sin-
fully sweet treats. Processed fat is another mon-
ster. As a rule of thumb you can safely view all 
processed or refined items as junk food. 
 • Eat more frequently. The key here is 
to never let your metabolism “crash” by go-
ing hours without eating. One of the biggest 
mistakes you can make is to skip breakfast, as 
this is the meal that “breaks the fast” that your 
body goes into each night. Stick with eating 
small meals every few hours and always avoid 
stuffing yourself. 
 You should now understand why you are 
better off not wasting time on crunches. It is 
important to exercise your abs a couple of 
times a week, but you can’t expect fat to fall 
off that area even after hundreds of crunches. 
If you want to flatten and sculpt your waist in 
time for summer this year, all you have to do 
is decide that you really want it. Commit to 
yourself; you deserve it.

 Butch Nieves is a City Island resident who 
owns a personal fitness business. He suffered 
from asthma as a child and eventually chose 
body building as a way to become healthy and 
strong. He has won numerous events, including 
Mr. America, Mr. U.S.A. and the American Na-
tional Bodybuilding championships. His Web 
site is www:.mramericaspersonaltraining.com. 
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Photos courtesy of MONICA GLICK   

Two Islanders, Monica Glick and Marion 
Rosenfeld, were present at the Mass 
offered by Pope Benedict XVI at Yan-
kee Stadium on Sunday, April 20, 2008. 
Monica has worked for 21 years for the 
Pontifical Mission Societies as editor of 
the national “Mission” magazine and as 
director of development and programs. 
She attended the Mass with members 
of the national office staff of those so-
cieties and brought Marion along as a 
guest.  
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 During the month of March, posters for 
a missing cat named Madison started appear-
ing everywhere on City Island. It all started 
on March 18 about 10 p.m., when Madison 
decided to chase a pigeon off the fourth-floor 
balcony of her apartment, and it finally ended 
happily after a 20-day ordeal for her family, 
not just for her owner, Bobbi Frank, but for her 
extended family, the City Island community.
 Several days and nights were spent walk-
ing the blocks near Bobbi’s home, looking 
into yards, checking garages, peeking under 
porches, or any other spots where a cat might 
hide. I accompanied Bobbi on some of these 
walks and was amazed at the amount of sin-
cere concern that neighbors and even complete 
strangers showed for Madison’s well-being 
and for Bobbi’s deep determination to find her 
beloved pet. Most people are naturally suspi-
cious when approached by strangers, but as 
soon as she told them she had lost her cat, they 
welcomed her into their yards, their homes 
and apparently their hearts.
 Bobbi’s perseverance was amazing, but 
she was certainly bolstered by all the support 
she found. People would actually go out look-
ing for Madison, calling her and following cats 
they thought looked like her. Bobbi got numer-
ous calls during the days after Madison disap-
peared, and she endured a roller coaster ride of 
emotions as she thought she had found Madison 
only to learn it was yet another poor stray.
 On Monday, April 7, at about 2:30 in the 
afternoon, Bobbi got a call from John Steine, 
who was in his grandparents’ yard on Marine 
Street when he spotted a cat on the beach that 
looked familiar. As he went back into the house 
to check the flyer, the cat jumped into the yard, 
and at the moment he opened his door, she ran 
inside. She was scared but desperately hungry, 
so John fed her and called Bobbi, who was at 
work on Long Island. 
 Bobbi then called Yolanda, whom most 

City Islanders know as our community animal 
lover and who had been searching for Madi-
son from the beginning. Yolanda believed that 
the cat was Madison, so Bobbi made one more 
mad dash to City Island, this time her last. 
Madison was very thin but healthy and unhurt 
and very, very happy to be home.
 Bobbi is so grateful to all the people she 
encountered along the way that she asked me 
to express her deep personal gratitude to them 
all: to Nancy for her unbelievable and gener-
ous support as she printed, stapled and mailed 
360 flyers and 700 mailers together with her 
daughter, Sam; to Hope and Mike, who were 
first on the scene to help search in the dark 
and cold that very first night Madison went 
missing; to Yolanda, whose tireless efforts and 
unbelievable faith gave Bobbi hope; to Ag-
gie for keeping her company every morning 
at 5:30 a.m., even with a disability; to Anita 
and Phillip for always looking for and call-
ing Madison; to Trita, who spotted Madison 
the next morning and gave Bobbi hope that 
she was alive and well; to the postal workers 
Debbie and Laura, who always assured Bobbi 
she would be found; to Christine from Pilot 
Street, whose own experience guided Bobbi 
with knowledge and support.
 She is also grateful to her superinten-
dents Peter and Nora, for giving her access to 
the entire building and allowing her to post 
flyers throughout the building; to Rocco and 
Gracie on Marine Street and their daughters, 
Doris and Lorraine, of Pilot Street for encour-
agement and support; to Donna, Denise and 
Lori for covering so much territory distrib-
uting flyers; to Robin on Marine Street who 
positively identified Madison and gave hope 
when hope was dwindling; to Barbara and 
Gary of Pilot Street for their gentle support 
and for opening their spirit and their home; to 
Wes at Consolidated for telling Bobbi never 
to give up hope; to Marianne of Tier Street for 
searching and praying for her safe return; to 
Lee and Steve of Horton Street for caring for 
all the strays who come their way and giving 
Bobbi access to their yard; to Bobbi’s mother 
and her friends for their prayers; to her sister, 
Mary, who walked through the rain for hours, 
and her brother, John, who also joined in the 
search.
 She thanks  her friends and boss, Dr. 
Naegele, Kasha and Monica, for their support 
and for letting her leave work at a moments 
notice when there was a sighting; Tim Link, 
an animal communicator at Wagging-Tales.
com; Maria and Pepe for giving hope, mor-
al support, a trap and great guidance; Indra, 
who was very concerned along with Sally’s 
two boys; Christine’s friend Nikki, who lent 
Bobbi a trap; and all the store owners who 
let Bobbi post the flyers: City Island Chinese 
Food, Burck’s, the City Island Diner, Buddy’s, 
JT’s, The Vegetable Store, Sugar & Spice, 
the City Island Pharmacy, Nails by the Bay, 
The Art of Beauty, Connie’s, the IGA, the 
Sunoco station, Dunkin’ Donuts, City Island 
Deli, Fella’s, Filomena’s Pizza, Moe’s and the 
Golden Needle; and everyone and anyone else 
she met or spoke with along the way.
 “I am sure I have forgotten to name many 
others,” Bobbi told The Current, “but you 
have all been outstanding, and I have never 
been more proud to be part of a community as 
I am here on City Island.”
 Robert Frost wrote that “Good fences 
make good neighbors.” In three weeks Bobbi 
scaled numerous fences, literally and figura-
tively, and turned what could have been a long 
and horrible ordeal into something positive, an 
experience that she will never forget. Madison 
is no longer just the missing cat on a poster. 
She has become a symbol of community, com-
passion and hope and of the great and powerful 
miracles that happen every day in our lives.

MADISON, THE CAT WITH 
NINE LIVES

By NANCY SCOTTO PRYOR

King Avenue resident and dancer Hyonok Kim directed a film entitled “Spirit of the 
Pinnacles.” Her film was selected at the Sans Souci Festival of Dance Cinema and 
was shown at Boulder Museum of Contemporary Arts in Boulder, Colorado on April 
4 and 5, 2008. 

Photo by BOBBI FRANK

Missing Island cat, Madison, was recov-
ered after a 20-day ordeal for her family 
thanks to help from friends and neigh-
bors. 

DANCING WITH AN ISLANDER
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Garden Club News
 The next meeting of the City Island Gar-
den Club will be Monday, May 5, at the City 
Island Yacht Club on Pilot Street, at 10 a.m. 
 Saturday, May 17, the club will hold its 
annual spring clean-up of Hawkins Street 
Park, at 10 a.m. Volunteers are welcome.
 The annual luncheon in on May 22 (see 
Brief, page 2). The deadline for payment is 
May 15.

Phyllis Goodman
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Temple Beth-El
 Temple Beth-El of City Island is an all-
inclusive, egalitarian, multiethnic Jewish 
congregation for all ages. We are located 
at 480 City Island Avenue, between Beach 
and Bowne Streets, and we conduct Sabbath 
services each Friday night at 7:30 p.m. Our 
doors are open to all.
 We follow the Rabbi Marcia Prager 
prayer book, primarily in English, with easy-
to-read typeface and singable Hebrew. Rabbi 
Shohama will lead the Kabbalat Shabbat 
service on May 2 and Reb David Daniel will 
lead the Shabbat service on May 16. (Mort 
Ellis and Bob Berent, with his accordion, 
lead on the other Friday nights.)
 Our annual meeting and general elections 
will take place on Friday, May 16, at 7 p.m. 
preceding the Shabbat service at 7:30 p.m.
 On Friday, May 16, at 7:30 p.m. our City 
Island American Legion conducts its annual 
memorial service. This year, Temple Beth-
El will host the service, led by Reb David 
Daniel. Veterans, their families and mem-
bers of other congregations are welcome to 
this communal event. We urge you to arrive 
early.
 Tai Chi–Yoga classes continue on Thurs-
days at 6 p.m. Marc Kaplan’s exercises will 
leave you feeling refreshed, more flexible 
and energetic. For more information, call 
Marc at 718-885-2445.
 And finally, “Dancing with Elaine,” a series 
of lessons in ballroom and Latin dance, is back 
for six Wednesdays starting on May 14. Open 
to the public; no partner required. The lessons 
are from 7:30 to 9 p.m. $10 per session for 
non-members, $54 for all six lessons if paid by 
the first class. (Temple Beth-El members free.) 
Call 718-885-2154 to register.
 For more information, visit our Web site 
at www.yourshulbythesea.org.

Bob Berent

Organization News
News on this page concerning organizations, and events listed in, are submitted by representatives of those organizations. 
A limit of 150 words is requested for all news items submitted. In most cases news will be edited and every effort will be 
made to preserve the substance of longer items. News and calendar events must be received by no later than the 20th of 
each month except December and July. If the 20th falls on a holiday or Sunday, the deadline is the 19th. Mail submissions 
to P.O. Box 6, City Island, NY 10464. YOUR NAME AND PHONE NUMBER MUST BE INCLUDED.

Current Calendar

MAY

Sat., May 3, Bronx Cleanup Day and Hutchin-
son River Restoration, meet at Bridge Park 
or Rodman’s Neck parking area at 9 a.m. (see 
Briefs this issue).

Sun. May 4 and 18, Indoor Tag Sale, City Is-
land Community Center, 190 Fordham Street, 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Sat., May 10, Mother’s Day Plant Sale, spon-
sored by the City Island Girl Scouts, outside 
Trinity Methodist Church, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Thurs., May. 15, Community Board 10 meets, 
7:30 p.m., Glebe House Senior Center, 2125 
Glebe Avenue, Bronx. 

Sat., May 17, POTS Program, St. Mary’s 
School Yard, Minneford Avenue and Kilroe 
Street, drop-off between 4:30 and 5 p.m. Menu: 
Cut up chicken with rice. 

Thurs., May 23, Garden Club Spring Lun-
cheon, City Island Yacht Club, 12 noon. Call 
718-885-1361 for reservations.

Mon., May 26, Memorial Day Parade, 2:30 
p.m., sponsored by the American Legion. 

Tues., May 27, City Island Civic Associa-
tion meets, 7:30 p.m., Community Center, 190 
Fordham Street. 

St. Mary, Star of the Sea
 We begin the month of May with the 
celebration of the feast of the Ascension of 
Our Lord into heaven on May 1. This is a 
holyday of obligation. Our Masses are at 
7 and 8 a.m., 12 noon and 7:30 p.m. That 
evening we are joining the other houses of 
worship at Grace Episcopal Church for a 
prayer service to commemorate the National 
Day of Prayer. 
 On Friday, May 2, we will have our 
monthly Holy Hour from 4 to 5 p.m.
 Saturday, May 3, will be an important 
day in the life of our second-graders and 
their families. Twenty-nine children will 
receive their First Holy Communion at an 
11 o’clock Mass. The following day, these 
children will participate in a special proces-
sion at our Sunday 10 o’clock Mass, when 
our parish will honor Our Blessed Mother 
at the beginning of the month of May.  We 
will crown the statue of Our Lady and honor 
her as the patroness of our parish. Follow-
ing the Mass, our First Communicants and 
their families will partake of a communion 
breakfast in our school gym.
 On Mothers’ Day, Sunday, May 11, we 
will honor all our mothers with a special 
blessing at all our Masses.
 Our monthly coffee hour will be held this 
month on the third Sunday of the month, 
May 18, after the 10 a.m. Mass. All are 
invited to come and share a few moments 
with other parishioners.
 The May meeting of the Parish Council 
will take place on Monday, May 19, at 7 
p.m. in the rectory.
 Our religious education program for this 
year will come to an end on Wednesday, 
May 21. Report cards and awards will be 
distributed that day. We wish all our young 
people a happy and healthy summer.

Sr. Bernadette, osu

Grace Episcopal Church
 Weekly worship schedule: Grace Church 
celebrates Holy Communion every Sunday 
at 10 a.m., followed by Healing Prayers on 
the second Sunday of the month. We also 
offer evening prayer in the church every 
Monday at 7 p.m. and morning prayer on 
Wednesdays at 10 a.m. For more informa-
tion about Grace, please call the Parish 
Office at 718-885-1080 or visit our Web site, 
www.gracecityisland.org.
 Here is an overview of what’s happening 
at Grace Church during May:
 Thursday, May 1, 6 p.m.: Interfaith 
National Day of Prayer Service.
 Sunday, May 4, 10 a.m.: Children’s 
Church School. All school-age children are 
invited to participate!

City Island Republicans
 I am happy to report that by November, 
we should have a full slate of candidates for  
what will be one of the biggest elections in 
history. There was a meeting held at Bronx 
Republican headquarters on April 16.  For 
the first time in many, many years, there 
are several candidates competing to run for 
the different offices across the Bronx. For 
example, we have two people considering a 
run for the 82nd Assembly District, which 
covers City Island. The candidates will go 
through a screening committee.
 We will not have a May meeting. Our 
next meeting will be in early June. Stay 
tuned for the June issue of The Island Cur-
rent.

Fred Ramftl 

1 Year guarantee on parts.
25 Years of Experience on All Brands

718-671-0700

DR. STEVE’S
APPLIANCE SERVICE

 Saturday, May 10, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.: 
Spring Tag Sale. Once again we will offer 
high-quality new and used items, plus 
decadent baked goods from our parish 
kitchens. New to this year’s Tag Sale is the 
“Grace Café,” where you can sit, chat and 
enjoy your choice of beverage and a snack. 
We also needs donations, so if you have any 
items you have decided to part with after 
spring cleaning, we will gladly give them a 
new home!  Drop off dates are May 8 and 9 
between 6 and 8 p.m. 
 Sunday, May 11, 10 a.m.: The Feast of 
Pentecost (“The Birthday of the Church”) 
and Children’s Church School.
 Sunday, May 18, 10 a.m.: Instructed 
Eucharist. Why do we do what we do in 
church each Sunday? Come to this “teach-
ing service,” during which the Mass is 
explained, and find out!
 Sunday, May 18, 5 p.m.: Special Heal-
ing Service. All are welcomed to this quiet, 
contemplative service of Holy Eucharist 
with music and the ancient practice of the 
Laying on of Hands for Healing. Please 
join us!
 Sunday, May 25, 10 a.m.: Children’s 
Church School.

Rev. Patricia Alexander

Photo by ANGELO BELLOCCHIO 

Cub Scout Pack 211 scouts with their families were in the U.S. Navy for the weekend 
of April 5–6,2008, when they spent the weekend aboard the battleship Massachusetts, 
where everyone enjoyed Navy grub and sleeping in the actual bunks that the crew of 
the ship used during World War II. 
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ADULT PROGRAM
 Salsa Dance: Dance your stress away to 
the basic beats of salsa, merengue, cha-cha 
and bachata. A partner is not necessary. $50 
per month or $15 per class. Friday nights, 7 
to 8: 30 p.m. Call 917-838-6501.
 Belly Dancing: “Shimmy by The Sea” 
is a group of women learning and dancing 
together. Mondays at 7 p.m. For information 
about classes, call 718-885-1145 or 845-358-
0260 and leave a message.
 TNT (Tuesday Night Tap): Adult Jazz/
Tap Classes. Tuesday, 7 to 8 p.m. Call Corinne 
Grondahl at 718-309-8041.
 Aerobics with Mary: Monday, Wednes-
day, Friday: half-hour low impact at 8:30 
a.m.; Sunday, Monday, Wednesday and Fri-
day from 9 to 10 a.m. Call Mary Immediato 
at 718-885-0793. New class added: Saturday 
at 9 a.m.

FAMILY PROGRAM 
& MIXED AGE GROUPS

  Vilma’s Music Together: Music and 
movement for children ages birth through 
five and the adults who love them! Fridays 
or Saturdays 10 to 10:45 a.m. For more 
information, call 718-882-2223, visit www.
vilmasmusictogether.com or e-mail info@vil-
masmusictogether.com.
 Chess Club: Monday evenings from 7 to 
11 p.m. For ages 13 and up. No need to reg-
ister, just show up! Call Bill at 718-541-3995 
for more information.

Amy Gottlieb-McElroy
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 Open Monthly Meetings of the Board 
are held on the first Tuesday of each month 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Community Center Main 
Room at 190 Fordham Street. All members are 
encouraged to attend. For up to date informa-
tion visit www.cityislandcommunitycenter.com.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
 Indoor Tag Sale:  It’s the return of the 
Springtime Indoor Tag Sale! May 4 and 18, 
June 8 and 22. Tables available for $10 each. 
Please come and sell your wares, or buy 
them! Call 718-885-1145 for information or 
to reserve your table or e-mail brendapro-
haska@aol.com.

NEw CLASSES
 Art Classes: Drawing and painting les-
sons by Laury Hopkins. Private and semipri-
vate (1 to 3 students).  Weekday evenings 7:30 
to 9 p.m. $30 for 1 1⁄2 hours. Three classes 
must be paid for in advance. Acrylic painting 
only (no oils). Your choice of subject: still life 
or pictures from photographs or your imagina-
tion. Call Laury to schedule and for informa-
tion about materials at 718-885-3202.
 Yoga: City Island’s Marc Kaplan is teach-
ing yoga—a beginners-to-intermediate class, 
which will include Hatha and Namaste yoga 
with some Saroope (restorative yoga). He 
hopes to include tai-chi as well, which will 
help balance the immune system and reduce 
pain. Cost will be depending on class size; 
larger classes will be $10 each; a small class 
$15. Please contact Susan for inquiries at  
riossj@aol.com or call 718-885-9145.

weekly Schedule

YOUTH PROGRAM
 Drama Club: Wednesdays, 7 to 8:30 
p.m. starting Sept. 19, for ages 8 to 12. 
Activities will be planned for each evening. 
Participants must be prepared to do just that, 
Participate! We will do relaxation and voice 
exercises, recite limericks and tongue-twist-
ers, improvise with props and costumes, and 
act out scenes from plays and stories.  One 
parent will be expected to volunteer to stay 
each evening. Call Laury at 718-885-3202.
 Irish Dance: The Deirdre O’Mara School 
of Irish Dance teaches step dancing in a fun, 
competitive environment for all ages. A con-
fidence-building and cultural experience for 
all who participate. Wednesdays after school. 
Call Deirdre at 201-679-1450 or visit www.
deirdreomara.com. 
 Tae Kwon Do: Traditional classes to ben-
efit you physically, mentally and spiritually. 
Some benefits include improved cardiovas-
cular health, better focus and concentration, 
increased flexibility and lean body mass. 
Children will learn courtesy, integrity, perse-
verance, self-control and indomitable spirit. 
Tuesdays at 5:30 p.m. and Saturdays at 11 
a.m. $10 per class, twice weekly. Call 718-
885-3702.
 Sally’s Playground: Birth to 5 years. 
Mondays and Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. to 12 
noon. $7 per child, $4 for siblings. Buy a five-
visit card and get one visit free. Playground 
available for party rentals. Call Sally at 718-
885-0349 for more information.
 Youth Center: Saturday evenings from 
7:30 to 10 p.m. Please call Jay Howard at 
718-885-2192 or Deana Weyhrauch at 917-
418-1377 for more information. We are look-
ing for volunteers to staff the nights. If you are 
interested in helping out, please call. 

For additional information about the Community Cen-
ter, or if you are interested in conducting classes here 
please call 718-885-1145.

Legion News
 Our big event this month will, of course, 
be the annual Memorial Day Parade, which 
will step off at 2:30 p.m. on Monday, 
May 26, at Belden Point. General Robert 
Menonna, ret., is busy with the final prepara-
tions. He reports that he has already engaged 
a pipe band for the event. Among the local 
participants will be the Boy Scouts, the Girl 
Scouts, Post 156 veterans, the Auxiliary, 
Sons of the Legion, associate members, 
Little Leaguers and veterans representing 
other posts. 
 Robert is working on the possibility of 
procuring the services of a military band. 
We should also have a contingent of marines 
and sailors to grace our line of March. We 
can always count on our local politicians or 
their representatives to participate, and we 
look forward to our men and women of the 
cloth to join us, too. Should your organiza-
tion wish to march with us, call Comrade 
Menonna on x2595.
 I was recently asked by a relatively new 
resident to recommend a good place from 
which to view the parade. I would suggest 
Hawkins Park, where homage is paid to our 
WW I veterans; or Pelham Cemetery, where 
a brief ceremony honors veterans of all wars 
from the Revolutionary War to WW II; or 
the Legion Memorial at the bridge, where 
we honor veterans of WW II and the Korean 
and Vietnam Wars. The advantage of the last 
is that it is in close proximity to the Post, 
where festivities will take place following 
the parade.
 I don’t like to whip a dead horse, but 
people who attended the St. Patrick’s Day 
dinner still ask “What happened to the 
corned beef?” Our activities chairman Com-
rade Hecker, chief chef for the affair, attrib-
uted the debacle to shrinkage. Our judge 
advocate, Comrade Hartigan, conducted an 
investigation and concluded that Comrade 
Hecker’s deduction has merit. In the future 
only preshrunk corned beef will be pur-
chased by the quartermaster.
 Keep the date open for this year’s Post 
Memorial Service, which will be held on 
Friday, May 16, at the Temple Beth-El at 
7:30 p.m. We are looking forward to a good 
turnout of Post members, the Auxiliary, Sons 
of the Legion and associate members.
 Our meeting Monday, May 5, will be 
Member Recognition Night. We will pay 
homage to those having service anniversa-
ries of five years or more in increments of 
five years. In the past, refreshments befitting 
the occasion have been served, and we are 
confident that the commander will continue 
this popular custom. There will be three 

recipients of life memberships, those who 
have had 50 years of continuous mem-
bership: Jack Flynn, Vincent Warner and 
myself, Russ Schaller.
 Fortunately, we have no departures to 
report this month. Francis Scollon, a.k.a. 
Old Chap, is recuperating at Workmen’s 
Circle Home. He is expected to be home by 
the first week of May. Michael Kelly, son 
of associate member Michael Kelly, is still 
recuperating from an unfortunate accident 
suffered when he was away at school. Jen-
nie Varian says that Donald is doing well. 
Jim Callahan, his friend for many years, 
stops by to chat or play a game of dominos. 
If you are marching in the parade, look for 
Don along the route. If you know of anyone 
not up to par, let me know at x 2087.
 Meetings for May are: May 5, Member-
ship Recognition Night; May 19, regu-
lar meeting, and May 12 executive board 
meeting.
 We welcome aboard a new member, 
Joseph Burck, an Island resident and local 
businessman.
 Saturday, May 17, Borough President 
Adolfo Carrión will sponsor Veterans 
Appreciation Day at the Orchard Beach 
mall, starting at 10 a.m.
 From “Straight and Level” comes this 
story of the 33rd Photo Reconnaissance 
Squadron in WW II: “It was only 68 years 
ago on May 7, 1945, that we learned that 
hostilities had ended at midnight, May 6, 
and that May 8 was to be Victory-in-Europe 
Day. In accordance with surrender proce-
dure, Jerries were to approach our air strip, 
wheels down, circle the field and come in. 
May 8 would be the beginning of a parade 
of German aircraft eager to escape the Rus-
sians. On May 8 two Ju-88s and an FW-
200 Condor landed. One of the Ju-88s was 
being used as a troop transport, for from it 
emerged 11 docile Germans thankful that 
for them the war was over.”
 And for you WW II buffs, this comes 
from Col. Charles D. Canham, command-
ing officer of the 116th Infantry Regiment, 
First Infantry Division, a.k.a. The Big Red 
1, on Omaha Beach, D-Day. “The’re mur-
dering us here. Let’s move inland and get 
murdered!”
 See you at the Big Parade.

Russ Schaller, Sgt. Emeritus

TowBOAT/U.S.
City Island

City Island Girl Scouts
 The Court of Awards was held on Satur-
day April 12, 2008 from 10 a.m. to noon. 
The morning started off with a yummy 
continental breakfast with juices and cof-
fee, and then the ceremony began with the 
color guard and the pledge of allegiance to 
the flag. Troop by troop, the Girl Scouts and 
their leaders celebrated their accomplish-
ments for the year. 
 Troop #1120 with leader Deana Weyhrauch 
and cadet girl scouts Veronica Weyhrauch 
and Anna Rothschild were unable to attend. 
Troop 1075, led by Grace Nagy, Felicia Mal-
dari and Lisa Grillo, included sixth-grade 
Junior Girl Scouts Blakely Nagy, Samantha 

Sons of the American Legion 
Squadron #156

 The trip to Shea on Saturday, April 12, 
was a huge success. Commander Todd Davis 
reported to me that over $500 was raised for 
the purchasing of needed supplies for a unit 
that is currently serving in Sammara, Iraq. 
The squadron looks to have many more 
exciting events throughout the year.
 At our last meeting, we spoke about 
upcoming events, including Memorial Day.  
This year the squadron hopes to have a large 
number of members marching in the parade. 
A reliable source has reported to me that 
City Island Avenue will be repaved in time 
for the parade. Other events we discussed 
were the clambake, a possible summer bar-
beque and setting up a booth at the biannual 
street fair.
 We are looking for some fine new mem-
bers. If anyone is interested in joining the 
squadron, they can contact membership vice 
commanders Fred Ramftl at 347-680-7695 
or Scott Murphy at 646-314-1000. Any male 
who is the descendant of a military veteran 
who served in time of war is eligible to 
join.
 The vice commanders for membership 
want to remind our members that the dues 
($30) should be paid now. 

Fred Ramftl 

Photo courtesy of PILOT COVE MANOR 

A great time was had by all at the party on St. Patrick’s Day, March 17, 2008, at Pilot 
Cove Manor. Enjoying themselves were (front row, l. to r.) Ann Toscano and Nettie 
Schmidt; (second row): Ann Butera, Martha Meehan, Ann Squillante, Terry Carmody, 
Felicia Doati and party organizer Louise Mangine. Camera shy: Yolanda Bove.

Nagy, Gabi Maldari, Alyssa Grillo, Saman-
tha Yew, Samantha Rivera, Jillian Cea, Jenna 
DesGriossler, Analise Vivola, Nicole DeR-
osa, Isabel Werkhoven and Ardaya Jones. 
Troop #1175 with leaders Jamie Reilly and 
Carmelina, included fifth-grade Junior Girl 
Scouts Brianna Reilly, Kaylin Fitzpatrick, 
Briana Whelan, Amanda Valentino, Sarah 
Williams, Catherine Graves, Grace Ramos, 
Michele Lombardo, Anastasia Lacina and 
first-grade Brownies Savanna Dentico and 
Christine Whelan. 
 Brownies Troop #1065 led by Brenda 
Prohaska, included second-grade Brownie 
Girl Scouts Dusty Prohaska, Anita Beqiraj, 
Emma Ramos, Olivia Albertelli, Sabrina 
Jarvis and Catherine Ficke. The youngest 
troop, with leader Sally Lachman, are the 
Daisy Girl Scouts: Jessica Lachman, Grace 
Kretzmer, Madison Viera, Sarah Stark, 
Caitlin Knapp, Amanda Campbell, Jade 
Villasana, Nicole Masi, Meghan McCo-
naghy and Kiera Varnavas. They were ador-
able with their Daisy song! 
 The girls ended the ceremony with 
“America the Beautiful.” It was a wonderful 
day both inside and out as the Girl Scouts 
wrapped up the year. The two remaining 
events for the scouts this year are to march 
on Memorial Day in the parade and to 
put on their big fund-raiser for the year 
(besides cookie sales): the Mother’s Day 
Plant sale on May 10. 
 We thank Reverend Sue Chadwick and 
the Trinity United Methodist Church for 
allowing us to use the church for these 
events and we are grateful to City Islanders 
for their support!

Brenda Prohaska
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Charlize Theron

 I first noticed Charlize Theron in the “Pulp 
Fiction”-esque film Two Days in the Valley 
(1996). It is an intricate interweaving of plots 
concerning Los Angeles murderers, cops and 
those in the media world. James Spader is Lee 
Woods, a sadistic hitman who is sent to murder 
Olympic athlete Becky Foxx’s (Teri Hatcher) 
husband (Peter Horton). Two cops (Jeff Dan-
iels and Eric Stoltz) are on the trail of Lee’s 
girlfriend (Charlize Theron). Lee’s accomplice 
is the soft-hearted Dosmo (Danny Aiello), who 
takes refuge in the home of Hopper (Greg 
Cruttwell), a snobbish art dealer who is verbally 
abusive to his assistant, Susan (Glenne Headly). 
Director Paul Mazursky has an acting role as a 
suicidal television director, who is befriended 
by a nurse (Marsha Mason) when they meet at 
a cemetery. Until all the pieces come together 
in this engrossing film, it is impossible to figure 
out what has happened when. 
 In The Devil’s Advocate (1997), Charlize 
appears as Mary Ann, wife of up-and-coming 
lawyer Kevin Lomax (Keanu Reeves). They 
leave their Gainesville, Florida, home to join 
a top Manhattan law firm, run by John Milton 
(Al Pacino). Living in a fancy apartment, the 
good life proves to be too much for her, as she 
is neglected by her husband and starts to go 
“mad,” in the certifiable sense. Judith Ivey is 
on hand as Kevin’s Southern mother, a religious 
woman who is worried about the demons in 
New York City.
 The Legend of Bagger Vance (2000) is 
a mystical film that takes place in Savan-
nah, Georgia. Talented golfer Rannulph Junuh 
(Matt Damon) and Adele Invergordon (Charlize 
Theron) are very much in love until Rannulph 
goes off to World War I and “loses his swing.” 
Adele’s father sponsors a tournament inviting 
the world’s most famous golfers Bobby Jones 
(Joel Gretsch) and Walter Hagen (Bruce McGill) 
to participate. Rannulph enters the game “for 
Savannah.” This is a wonderful film about 
sportsmanship, growth, pride and healing. 
 The Italian Job (2003) pairs Charlize as 
Stella, a nerves-of-steel safecracker, with Mark 
Wahlberg as career criminal Charlie Coker. 
This caper film is the story of revenge in which 
“honorable” thieves team up to recover their 

stolen gold. Edward Norton is on hand as gang 
member Steve Frezelli, and Donald Sutherland 
plays John Bridger, a criminal mastermind in 
the twilight of his career and the father of Stella. 
Although I am not a fan of chase scenes, the 
opening one through the canals of Venice is one 
of the best I’ve seen.
 In her Oscar-winning best actress perfor-
mance, Charlize completely disappears into the 
character of the disturbed and violent notorious 
Florida murderer Aileen Wuornos in the graphic 
film Monster (2003). Having survived as a 
prostitute, Aileen meets Selby Wall (Christine 
Ricci) and wants to make honest money to 
support them both. Her efforts are thwarted at 
every turn, and the rage she exudes is palpable. 
There is a graphic rape scene in this film, so be 
forewarned.
 Another Oscar-worthy performance is the 
part of Josey Aimes in North Country (2005).  
This film was inspired by the first sexual harass-
ment class-action suit in the United States. 
Josey is hired by a Minnesota mining company 
when it is forced to hire women. However, the 
abuse perpetrated by the resentful men on these 
women, who desparately need their salaries, is 
vile indeed. Frances McDormand appears as 
Glory, a fellow mineworker; and Sissy Spacek 
and Richard Jenkins play Josey’s parents. 
(Director Niki Caro also directed the outstand-
ing 2002 independent film, whale Rider.) 
 Charlize is cast in the title role in a complete 
change-of-pace futurist film Aeon Flux (2005). 
In 2011 most of humanity has been wiped out 
by a killer virus. In 2415 the remaining popula-
tion lives in a lush environment, but all is not 
perfect in paradise. Although a bit confusing, 
this rebel-versus-government sci fi flick is great 
to look at, and Aeon is an incredibly beautiful 
acrobat who wears sensational costumes. Based 
on a series of animated MTV shorts from the 
1990s, this movie features fabulous cinematog-
raphy.
 Charlize is a far cry from glamorous as 
city homicide detective Emily Sanders in the 
excellent and disturbing drama In the Valley 
of Elah (2007). Hank Deerfield (Tommy Lee 
Jones), a Vietnam veteran and retired military 
police officer, is contacted because his son 
Mike (Jonathan Tucker) has gone AWOL after a 
stint in Iraq. Detective Sanders attempts to help 
investigate. Despite heckling from other mem-
bers of the squad, she quietly goes about her job 
and raises her son. Susan Sarandon appears as 
Hank’s wife, Joan. This film was co-written and 
directed by the outstanding Paul Haggis (whose 
credits include 2004’s Crash and Million Dol-
lar Baby  and 2006’s Letters from Iwo Jima). 
All the acting is so understated that it doesn’t 
seem like acting. The film is not a condemnation 
of the war in Iraq but rather the story of a man 
who wants to find his son. 
 And until next time, happy viewing. . . . 

2007
CALL FOR OPEN HOUSE &
REGISTRATION FOR 2008

A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE
SINCE 1973

Hours: Mon-Thurs 11 am-9pm • Fri-Sat 11 am-11pm
Sun 11am-8pm

133 Years and 4 Generations of Community Service

726 Morris Park Avenue
Bronx, New York 10462-3620

1 (718) 828-1800
Toll free 1 (888) 828-1800

732 Yonkers Avenue
Yonkers, New York 10704-2029
1 (914) 375-1400
1 (888) 375- 1400 Toll free

www.ruggieroandsons.com
after hours: (718) 885-2504

 This firm is a family owned corporation whose only shareholders are 
Vincent & Robert Ruggiero - (NYC Dept. of Consumer Affairs)
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St. Mary, Star of the Sea

 Our eighth-graders will be taking the writ-
ten portion of the New York State science 
exam during the first week of May. 
 May 7 is Teacher Appreciation Day; we 
thank and appreciate our faculty: Mrs. Beth 
Neshsiewat, kindergarten; Sr. Joan McKinney 
OP, first grade; Mrs. Janice Guarino, second 
grade; Mrs. Theresa Bivona, third grade; Mrs. 
Helen McMahon, fourth grade; Mrs. Lisa 
Moore, fifth grade; Mr. Robert Garrison, sixth 
grade; Mr. Evan Beskin, seventh grade; Mrs. 
Audrey Cabbell-Delgado, eighth grade; Mrs. 
Joyce Occasio, pre-K; Mrs. Bilma Garcia, 
art; Mr. John Dominick, music; Ms. Rachel 
Mirabito, physical education, and Mrs. Diana 
O’Halloran, computer science.
 Kindergarten through Grade 3 will have a 
librarian from the City Island branch of the 
N.Y. Public Library visit with them to con-
duct a guided reading project in early May. 
On May 12 our faculty is being trained on the 
use of Smart Boards.
 Best wishes to our eighth-graders as they 
begin their final exams on May 28 in prepara-
tion for their June 13 graduation. 
 The Sacrament of First Holy Communion 
will be administered on Saturday, May 3.
 St. Mary’s First Annual Talent Show will 
be held on May 9. The Home-School Associa-
tion and several faculty members invited all 
students to participate and held auditions for 
places on the program. We’re looking forward 
to a very entertaining event.
 A visit to the Maritime Aquarium in Nor-
walk is in store for our pre-K to third-graders. 
Exhibits will bring the students nose-to-nose 
with frogs, seals, sea otters and other crea-
tures of the deep. 
 The fourth grade will be going to Albany. 
Assemblyman Mike Benedetto will host the 
class for a tour of the State Capitol as part 

of their studies of New York history and the 
operation of the state government.
 St. Mary’s will participate in two Ameri-
can Heart Association events: “Hoops for 
Heart” and “Jump-a thon.” Students will work 
on their basketball and jump-rope skills, com-
peting in several games, having fun, and pro-
moting cardio awareness and earning funds 
for AHA’s critical research and educational 
programs that fight heart disease and stroke, 
our nation’s number 1 and number 3 killers. 
 St. Mary’s School would like to thank 
the Home-School Association and all the 
businesses and vendors who participated in 
presenting the play “Joey and Mary’s Irish/
Italian Comedy Wedding” for the benefit of 
the school. The talented actors played a wed-
ding party and included the audience in the 
reception with hilarious results.  
 St. Mary’s class of 1958 will celebrate the 
50th anniversary of its graduation from the 
school on Friday evening, June 13. Reunion 
attendants will hold a celebratory luncheon 
reunion on Saturday, June 14, at The Harbor 
restaurant, formerly Jimmy Ryan’s where the 
class held its prom. If you were in the class 
of ’58 and haven’t received your invitation 
package, please call Barbara Harrison Kaye 
at 718-885-0868. 

Public School 175

 Spring has arrived and our students con-
tinue to bloom! Our eighth-graders are put-
ting the finishing touches on their social 
studies and science exit projects. In addition 
to a visual presentation, the students are 
required to do an oral presentation for their 
teachers. Ms. Heil and Ms. Goulian have been 
working alongside their students to make this 
a most meaningful project.
 The P.S. 175 tradition of going to Camp 
Greenkill continued this year as our sixth-
graders spent three days learning about the 
environment and about themselves. Mrs. 
Rondi, Ms. Tighe, Ms. Rodrigues and Mr. 
Lafreniere accompanied the students and said 
it was an enriching experience for both the 
students and themselves. We were very fortu-
nate that Mr. Rauh accompanied the students 
for the 23rd consecutive year!
 The Sports & Arts in Schools after-school 
program continues to thrive! Along with the 
daily activities that the students enjoy, they 
also participate in a variety of activities dur-

ing school vacations. This month our eighth-
grade students went to Medieval Times and 
Grades 5 through 7 enjoyed trips to New Roc 
City for bowling and the movies. We are so 
lucky that Tina Gisante, the program director, 
plans such wonderful events for our students!
 Our fifth-grade students are preparing for 
their June presentation of “High School Musi-
cal,” which will take place on Wednesday, 
June 4, and Friday, June 6.  Our fifth-grade 
teachers, Mrs. Wiehler and Ms. Minor, along 
with actors, musicians and set designers from 
the Bronx Arts Ensemble, have been work-
ing with students and, from the sound of the 
rehearsals, this promises to be another phe-
nomenal P.S. 175 production. As an extension 
activity to preparing for this performance, our 
fifth-graders went to see the Broadway pro-
duction of “Hairspray”.After the performance, 
the students met with members of the cast and 
were able to ask questions about the many 
facets of putting on a Broadway production.
 In an effort to beautify the school grounds, 
foster a sense of pride in our school’s appear-
ance, and provide students with an understand-
ing of plant ecology and nutrition, P.S. 175 has 
embarked on a Pilot Gardening Enrichment 
Program led by one of our second-grade 
parents, Han Yu Hung, and coordinated by 
second-grade parent Lisa Fine. First-graders 
are planting ornamental flowers and pump-
kins, which will be harvested in the fall, 
and second-graders are planting lettuce and 
sunflowers that they will harvest in June. Our 
wonderful parent volunteers were instrumen-
tal in collecting the compost and preparing 
the beds. The staff and students appreciate 
the help of all parents who made this program 
possible!
 P.S. 175 has also implemented a school-
wide Community Service Program. Kinder-
garten students will be going to Pilot Cove to 
sing to the residents and will also collect soda 
tabs for Ronald McDonald House. First-grad-
ers are collecting gently used books to donate 
to the Jacobi Hospital Pediatric Unit. Second-
graders are going to Pilot Cove to do some 
planting to beautify their grounds. Third-grad-
ers will be picking up litter from the school-
yard and playground area. Fourth–graders are 
raising $300 to replace the Nautical Museum 
porch light. Fifth-graders are sending letters 
and packages to the troops for Memorial Day. 
Sixth-graders are doing a supply collection 
for troops in Afghanistan. Seventh-graders are 
picking up litter on City Island and conducting 

Photos by BARBARA HARRISON KAyE 

The New York Dinner Theater performed “Joey and Mary’s Irish/Italian Comedy Wed-
ding” at St. Mary, Star of the Sea on April 11, 2008, as a school fund-raiser. The cast 
members of the hilarious show (top photo), in which the audience plays the role of 
wedding guests, work their way throughout the tables. The “bride and groom” share 
a special moment with Islander and St. Mary’s alum Frank Hoffman.

a poster campaign, gathering clean-up materi-
als and recruiting parent and community vol-
unteers to join in their efforts. Eighth-graders 
are providing needed items to local shelters, 
reading to and playing bingo with Pilot Cove 
residents, and raising money for charities. We 
are so pleased that our students will be giving 
back to the community that has given them so 
much!
 We are very proud to report that several 
of our seventh-grade girls participated in the 
Math Olympiad at Preston High School. Our 
team was coached by our seventh-grade math 
teacher Ms. Ramos, who did a fabulous job 
preparing them. The students on this year’s 
team were Abigail Adams, Jennifer Branley, 
Melissa Scott and Veronica Weyhrauch. The 
two alternates were Nancy Navarro and Fran-
ces Robles. We applaud the girls for both their 
individual and their team efforts.
 The staff and students of P.S. 175 want to 
congratulate our remarkable PTA members for 
their very successful 2008 card party. They 
worked tirelessly to put together an evening 
that was not only fun but also allowed the P.S. 
175 community to come together in support of 
our school! Proceeds from the event will allow 
us to continue to provide our students with all 
of the activities that make our school a place 
of excellence. 
  Please keep in mind these important dates: 
on-going kindergarten registration for City 
Island residents Thursday mornings from 9 
a.m. to 12 noon; seventh-graders will be going 
to Boston on May 1; eighth-grade graduation 
will take place on Tuesday, June 24, at 9:30 
a.m. The graduation dance will take place the 
same evening from 7 to 10 p.m. The eighth-
grade trip to Washington, D.C., will take place 
from May 28 to 29; the kindergarten moving-
up ceremony will take place on Friday, June 
20, at 10 a.m., followed by a family celebra-
tion in the field adjoining the schoolyard.
 The Citizens-of-the-Month for April were: 
Amanda Campbell and Maddox Pedroza (kin-
dergarten), Javier Caamano and Christine 
Whelan (first grade), Anita Beqiraj and Olivia 
Albertelli (second grade), Deisy Navarro and 
Deborah Hughes (third grade), Shai Ann 
Lubelli and Lily Kolb (fourth grade), Olivia 
Randazzo and Anastasia Lacina (fifth grade), 
Estefano Torres and Jonathan Dyal (sixth 
grade), James Kunz and Adrian Pena (seventh 
grade), Kaitlin Masiello and Fabjola Rama 
(eighth grade).

Sunday, May 11, 2008

12:30 and 4:00 p.m. seatings available at the
city Island Yacht Club Waterfront dining rooms

Buffet ~ 36.95 per person 
(not including tax and gratuity)

Now booking shower, christening, communion, bar mitzvah,
Graduation and Birthday Celebrations for 2008
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Frank Scavello
 Frank Scavello, 60, of Mount Pocono, 
Pennsylvania, died on Friday, April 4, 2008, as 
the result of a motor vehicle accident in Warren 
County, New Jersey. He was on his way to work 
at the City Island IGA Market, where he was 
employed as manager for the past 21 years.  
 Frank was born in Cosenza, Italy, the son 

The Current will print obituaries free of charge upon 
notification by a member of the deceased’s immediate 
family. Call 885-0760 or write to P.O. Box 6, City Island, 
NY 10464, including your telephone number.

of the late Paul and Angelina (Cosentino) Scav-
ello. City Island always held a special place in 
his heart and was like a second home to him. He 
had a special bond with many Islanders that will 
never be broken; he especially loved helping the 
elderly and assisting at Pilot Cove Manor. 
 He is survived by his wife, Glenda (Ciuzio) 
Scavello; his four sons, Frank, Eric, David and 
Michael; his two brothers, Gabe and Mario 
Scavello; and two sisters, Nancy Scavello and 
Julia Pellicori; and eight grandchildren.
 Frank was a free spirit who loved his fam-
ily dearly; he was a caring, hard-working person 
who was always ready to lend a helping hand. 
He will be very much missed.

SCHUYLER HILLSCHUYLER HILL
F U N E R A L  H O M E

James E. McQuade • Proprietor

3535 East Tremont Avenue • Bronx, NY 10465
1-718-792-0270 • fax: 1-718-823-4770

www.schuylerhill.com

Betty Lavelle-Esola, Sue Kawczynski,
Gigi Lyons & Victor L. Anderson, Jr.

CORRECTION
 There were two errors in the obitu-
ary of Herbert Stark on page 12 of the 
January-February issue of The Island 
Current. Mr. Stark passed away on Nov. 
11, 2007. He was active after his retire-
ment. He lived in Flushing, Queens, 
where he served as president of the 
Mitchell-Linden Civic Association, not 
the City island Civic Association.
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By JOHN SHERIDAN  and MARIA SUTHERLAND

DAY OF THE DOLPHIN
 We have an unconfirmed report of dol-
phin in Eastchester Bay! Our neighbors, 
Ken and Steve, are fairly certain they saw 
five or six of them swimming by in early 
April. If true, this could signal a new 
chapter in the story of nature’s slow coun-
termarch on civilization. By now, the deer, 
turkey, and coyote sightings in our area 
have become almost passé. How exciting 
to think that dolphin may be mounting the 
next comeback. 
 Yes, a comeback. Long-time City 
Islanders may recall stories of their own 
from the days of the dolphin around City 
Island. We have family members who 
remember them. We also have a call in 
to the Nature Center at Pelham Bay Park. 
They may have more information to share 
on the subject. Stay tuned.
 A mating pair of great-horned owls has 
been coming back to Pelham Bay Park for 
years now, and this year there were three 
owlets. For a close-up picture of this year’s 
brood, check out www.cityislandbirds.com 
and click the “April 6 Early Spring Bird-
walk” link. Because great-horned owls lay 
their eggs one week at a time, the oldest 
owlet can sometimes be confused with its 
parent, especially around the time when it 
is preparing to fledge. This was the case 
for us the last time we were at the nest-
ing site to see what we could see. What 
we thought was the mother was actually 
the most developed offspring preparing to 
leave the nest.
 We learned a lot at the park that day 
from Dave, one of the park’s resident 
experts. Dave also told us about an 

extremely rare prairie grass that grows 
naturally in Pelham Bay Park and the 
super scarce species of moth that feeds 
on it. “If this were Iowa,” he said—and 
we are paraphrasing here—“these organ-
isms would be considered a top priority 
by conservationists.” We also learned from 
Christine that the chicken we wrote about 
in a past article—the one taken by the 
hawk in her yard—was actually a sparrow. 
In fact, Christine’s chicks were taken to a 
farm where they could live out their days 
in more appropriate surroundings.
 Some City Islanders on their way to 
work in mid-April were surprised to see 
a raccoon on a rock near the mini-golf 
course. No, it wasn’t sleeping; it was dead, 
no doubt, killed crossing the road. How its 
dead or dying body found its way onto the 
rock remains a mystery, though. Let’s hope 
it didn’t suffer.
 Keep an eye out for more late spring 
and early summer blooms on the way this 
month. The peonies, irises and daylilies 
should be next. If you’re interested, the 
Botanical Garden has a display that should 
not be missed. Also, keep a sharp lookout 
for some of City Island’s missing pets. 
Unfortunately, missing cat and dog flyers 
on telephone poles and store windows have 
become all too common a sight. 
 As usual, we can be contacted at 
jdsstrat@msn.com, or care of The Island 
Current, P.O. Box 6, City Island, NY 
10464. 

EDMoND (teddy) PRYoR
AttoRNEY At lAW

(718) 829-0222
www.pryorlaw.com

1925 williamsbridge Road
Bronx,
New York 10461

300 City Island Avenue
City Island,

New York 10464

COTTAM

Photo by PETER QUINONES

This raccoon, photographed near Glov-
er’s Rock, is not sleeping but dead. No 
one knows how he got onto the rock but 
we hope that he didn’t suffer.

SUNDAYS, May 18th - 1 to 4 p.m.
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Photos by BARBARA DOLENSEK and EyVONNE BAKER 

The City Island Nautical Museum is making progress in repairing the damage caused 
by the fire that took place in July 2007. Trustees Russell Schaller, Fred Ramftl and 
Jeanne Pezone joined forces to clean up the Walsh Room one recent Sunday after-
noon. And a number of board members posed in front of the newly cleaned plaque 
(l. to r.) Tom Nye, Russell Schaller, Virginia Gallagher, Fred Ramftl Jr., Ed Sadler and 
Barbara Dolensek.

PUT YOUR STRESS 
IN MY HANDS!

DEBORAH A. FATONE
NYS LICENSED 

MASSAGE THERAPIST
15 years experience
Swedish, Medical, 
Maternity, Sports

CITY ISLAND OFFICE
718-885-3430

AMG Quickserve
636 City Island Avenue
Open 7 Days a Week

From 5:30 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Weekdays Until 11 p.m.

 And a glorious day it was as the first pitch 
was thrown out on April 26 by Catherine Am-
brosini to celebrate the 2008 season and the 
opening of the new diamonds. In all, seven 
Little League teams and three St. Mary’s soft-
ball teams will take the field over the spring 
and summer months. Stop by and “root, root, 
root for the home teams” and their new field of 
dreams. 

CILL 2008
Continued from page 1

Photos by BARBAR DOLENSEK

The new softball field and nautical playground area were part of the renovation proj-
ect.
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_____________________________________
FINE ART PORTRAITS: Studio on City Island.
More than 30 years of photographic experi-
ence.  Call Ron Terner at 718-885-1403._____________________________________
OPEN HOUSE/ANTIQUE SALE. 99 Earley Street. 
Saturday, May 17, and Sunday, May 18, 2008, from 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m._____________________________________
CONVENIENCE OF THE CITY...Tranquility of the 
shore. Once in a life time opportunity to live in a 
waterfront apartment on picturesque City Island. 
This beautifully maintained Victorian duplex with 
many recent updates is located at the end of a 
quiet cul-de-sac with year-round protected water 
views. It features open living spaces, newly remod-
eled marble bathroom with Jacuzzi, hardwood 
floors, skylights and large windows throughout, 
walk-in closet in master bedroom and plenty of stor-
age space in the basement. The stunning private 
waterfront area, complete with dock, boat ramp, 
kayak storage, BBQ and teak dining set, is ideal 
for relaxing and entertaining. Be on vacation at 
home with beautiful grounds maintained by expert 
landscapers. Minutes to Pelham Bay Park, Orchard 
Beach, shopping, dining, top public school, and 
public transit, including subway and express bus 
to Manhattan. Washer/dryer included. Common 
charges include real estate tax: $540/month before 
STAR rebate. $399,000. Call 646-342-4115 or city 
islandcoop@gmail.com._____________________________________
2 FAMILY HOME. Beautifully renovated home with 
superior craftmanship. 5 bedrooms, 2 baths, liv-
ing room with stone fireplace, formal dining room, 
kitchen with cherry cabinats, floors, granite coun-
ters. French door to private deck. Two lots, addi-
tional 2 bedroom apt. Call Sherry at 914-879-1191 
or visit home online at www.640minnieford.com. 
Open house Saturday, May 10, 1-3 p.m._____________________________________
CHARMING CITY ISLAND HOME. Living room with 
a fireplace, eat in kitchen with sliders to a private 
deck and yard. Two bedrooms, one bath and base-
ment. Excellent condition. Call Sherry at 914-879-
1191 or visit home online at www.21pell.com. Open 
house Sunday, May 4, 1-3 p.m._____________________________________
RESUMES WRITTEN, EDITED, LAID OUT: From 
actors to lawyers. Concise, professional, superior. 
Get to the next level. Call Katie 718 885-2929._____________________________________
PLASTERING & GENERAL CONTRACTOR:  
Oxbridge Plastering LLC, fully licensed and 
insured.  All residential and commercial reno-
vation projects big and small, specializing in 
plastering and Venetian plastering.  Based on 
City Island, serving Westchester, Bronx, Man-
hattan & Connecticut.  Call Tony 914-582-5904 
or email toxo61@yahoo.co.uk._____________________________________
NOT JUST SMALL JOBS: Carpentry-Remodel-
ing-Repairs.  Doors, windows, furniture repair, 
painting, locks, etc.  Michael 718-885-1580._____________________________________
PIANO LESSONS: Lifetime experience teaching 
children and adults.  My home on a Steinway 
Grand Piano.  Flexible hours.  Call Diana 718-
885-2091._____________________________________
CITY ISLAND SOUVENIRS: Mugs, sailboats, 
life rings, teddy bears & post cards.  Exotiqa 
718-885-3090._____________________________________
AVON REPRESENTATIVE:  Avon is not just 
cosmetics. Jewelry, clothes, vitamins, videos, 
complete line of children’s gifts, toys and more. 
Ask for catalogue. Call Emily 718-885-2430._____________________________________
WEBSITES CREATED: Effective, great-looking 
websites from scratch or your old website fixed up. 
Easy, affordable, quick. Call Katie 718-885-2929._________________________________

THERE’S A COMPUTER GURU right in your 
neighborhood.  City Island resident with over 
25 years of computer experience can repair 
any software or hardware problem. Instruc-
tion available for all new PC owners. I even 
make house calls. References available. 
Call “Joe, the Computer Guy” 718-885-9366.     _____________________________________
MASSAGE THERAPY in the privacy of your 
home. Gift certificates, references avail-
able. John Raimondi, L.M.T. 718-885-0619._____________________________________
KEYBOARD PLAYER AVAILABLE: I play smooth 
and gentle music for special events. References 
available. Call Diana at 718-885-2091. _____________________________________
FOR SALE: White oak, metal top kitchen table 
and 4 chairs, circa 1920. $600.00. 914-584-
9626._____________________________________
BOAT FOR SALE: 1989, 30 ft. Cruisers Villa Vee. 
Fully equipped for family and fishing. Sleeps 4, 
AC, Faruno Fishfinder, standard horizon GPS, 
Marine radio. Turn key $25,000. With 2008 sum-
mer slip rental at S.M.Y.C. 845-832-6842._____________________________________
PHOTO RESTORATION: Take old photographs 
and have them restored like new. Copies made 
from negatives or prints. Framing available as 
well. Call Ron 718-885-1403.______________________________________
TOYS, GAMES, PUZZLES, PUPPETS, craft kits 
& more!  Now at Exotiqa 718-885-3090 or shop 
online at www.themagicofgifts.com.______________________________________
PASSPORT PHOTOS taken at Focal Point Gallery 
321 City Island Avenue.  Call Ron at 718-885-1403.______________________________________
PORTRAIT PARTY FAVORS: Make your next 
event memorable for your guests.  Add a portrait 
station to your next special events.  Every guest 
will go home with a framed full color portrait of 
themselves. Our professionally prepared and 
presented color portraits are party favors that will 
be cherished for years. Call 718-885-1403 or stop 
by Focal Point Gallery, 321 City Island Avenue.______________________________________
JEWELRY  DESIGNED & REPAIRED:  Gold, silver, 
pearl & bead re-stringing. Exotiqa 718-885-3090.______________________________________
DRIVING LESSONS given daily. Cars for road tests. 
Permit questions free. Special attention to nervous 
people. JoRae Auto School. 718-325-0494.______________________________________
LEARN DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY: Photoshop 7 or 
black and white photography, developing film, print-
ing, camera techniques. Call Ron 718-885-1403. _____________________________________
VOICE LESSONS: Ages middle school through 
adult. My home studio. Suffering from sleep 
apnea? Singing strengthens your throat mus-
cles, which helps eliminate the effects of apnea. 
Flexible hours. Call Diana 718-885-2091. ______________________________________
PRESTON CENTER OF COMPASSION, a spon-
sored ministry of the Sisters of Divine Compassion, 
located on the campus of Preston High School is 
sponsoring a Summer Group Vacation. A spectacular 
13 day Park/Canyon tour (August 14th-August 26th) 
which includes visits to Rapid City, Mount Rushmore, 
Yellowstone National Park, Salt Lake City, Bryce 
Canyon and Las Vegas.
  Is offering Summer Day Camp for boys and girls 
(1st-8th grade) for six weeks during the summer, from 
July 1st-August 8th. Day Camp runs from 9 a.m.-3 
p.m. and extended camp hours are available from 8 
a.m.-6 p.m. at extremely low rates. Registration is on 
a first come first served basis.
  Is offering an after school reading, writing and math 
instructional program for students in grades 1-8, as 
well as a private tutoring/homework help program 
which is available Mondays through Thursdays for 
students in grades 1-12. This program will run through 
the entire school year and also in the summer!
  If interested, please call Sr. Patricia Warner at 718-
892-8977 or email her at pwarner@divinecompas-
sion.org for more information.________________________________________
PAINTING AND DESIGN: Faux finishes a spe-
cialty. Reasonable rates. Free estimates. Refer-
ences available. Call Christopher 347-219-0399.______________________________________

Robert J. Leavy
Engineer

NYS Licensed

 The arrival of the first green shoots 
pushing up through the wintry brown earth 
signals the coming of spring and with it the 
return of baseball to City Island. The Little 
League has completed its registration, and 
teams have been selected. A few teams 
have already had a chance to practice on 
the newly renovated Ambrosini Field. The 
New York City Parks Department did a 
great job in re-creating the two fields and 
was able to fast track the work so that we 
only had one season off City Island.
 Over the past few weeks, the coaches 
have been getting the teams ready for 
opening day, which took place on April 26, 
2008 (see story), with a Majors Division 
game and free hot dogs and soda. 
 This year, there is one Juniors team 

City Island Deli
Catering For All Occasions

PETMEND + ANIMAL HOSPITAL
“Pet Care with Love to Spare”

Holistic Therapies for Companion
Animals & Exotics

Modern Technology Combined with
Alternative Therapies

Chinese & Western Herbs,
Homeopathic, Bach Remedies, Glandulars,
Extensive Nutraceuticals & Therapeutic Diets

Certified in Veterinary Acupuncture
914-834-9000

Noelle M. DeMasi, DVM, CVA & Assocoates • 126 Library Lane, Mamaroneck, NY 10543
www.petmend.com

“We offer free
pickup and
delivery”

Owned and Operated

by a 
City island resident

(13–14 years old); the Majors Division has 
four teams (9–12 years old); the Minors 
Division has two teams (7–8 years old), and 
there is a Saturday morning instructional 
league for T-Ball and T-pitch (5–6 years 
old). Games will be held at Ambrosini Field 
on Monday through Thursday evenings and 
Saturday mornings.
 Because several other leagues around the 
city have been displaced because of field 
renovations, we will have the opportunity to 
host Majors Division games for the North 
Bronx Little League one evening each week. 
The City Island Little League will also share 
the field with St. Mary’s softball team.
 So come out and enjoy the spring by 
watching some ballgames and cheering on 
our kids.

Elizabeth Lyons
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 Congratulations, Virginia Nye, on your 
graduation from SUNY Maritime College 
as an engineer. You have made your parents 
proud. We wish you the best of luck with 
your new job with the Bechtel Corporation 
and your move to Wisconsin. We will all 
miss you.
 Ruth Cronk celebrated her 80th birthday 
on April 4 in Pennsylvania, where she was 
attending a Girl Scout swap meet. There was 
a surprise party for her, and her son Scott, 
her nephew David Cronk from California 
and her daughter, Joyce Brafford, from North 
Carolina were there to celebrate with her. A 
scrapbook was given to her depicting her 
interesting and generous life so far. Mrs. 
Cronk is well-known as a Barbie Doll collec-
tor, in addition to having been a City Island 
Girl Scout leader for many years. She will 
receive her 50th-year Girl Scout pin in May. 
She is a former columnist with The Island 
Current and still resides on City Island.
 Happy 92nd birthday wishes to Pilot 
Cove’s Mary Iovieno, who will celebrate her 
big day on May 10, with love to our Nana 
from Stephen, Bobby and Maria Christina.
 Congratulations to Bay Street’s Marissa 
Karabel, team captain, who led her St. Cath-
erine’s Varsity Cheerleaders to the UCA 
Nationals at Walt Disney World in February. 
The team, trained by coaches Nicole and 
Christine, placed second in the semi-finals 
and 16th in the finals. Also, a fond farewell 
to all the seniors on the team who made the 
past four years so memorable. We will miss 
you! And remember—stars shine forever! 
Love from the Karabel family.
 Belated March 17 birthday wishes to 

King Avenue’s Virginia McGuire, with love 
from your family and friends. A great time 
was had by all 14 guests who attended her 
weekend bash in Lantana, Florida. Thanks 
for bringing us all together for great food, 
lots of laughs and memories that will last 
a lifetime. Luv ya, Suzzanne, Christine A., 
Francesca, Christine P., Patti, Rosanne, 
Stephanie, Valerie (camera shy), Elvira, 
Linda, Noreen, Phyllis and Ann. P.S. Jimmy 
and Nixy had the best time!!!
 Happy 21st birthday to Marine Street’s 
Matt Butterworth, who celebrates his day on 
May 26 and to his dad, Chuck Butterworth, 
on May 22.
 Birthday wishes go out to Meaghan 
Strnad, who turns 15 on May 21.
 Birthday greetings across the miles to 
James Butterworth, who turns 14 on May 10. 
With love from your City Island cousins.
 Happy anniversary on May 12 to the 
Sailmaker’s John and Judy Iovieno, with 
love from Maria and Bob, Stephen, Bobby 
and little Maria.
 Happy May 16 birthday greetings to Frank 
Ring, with love from your P.S. 175 friends.
 Happy birthday on May 28 to Patrice 
Ortega, with love from the Swieciki family 
and especially from Bobby up on Cape Cod.  
 Neither rain, sleet nor snow will stop 
birthday greetings from going out to City 
Island’s friendliest mailman, Tommy Cleary, 
who will celebrate his big day on May 30.
 A very happy Mother’s Day on May 11 to 
all you hard-working moms and grandmas. 
Enjoy your special day!

Maria Swieciki
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Pelham Bay 
Home Center, Inc.

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Major Appliances

Plumbing Supplies • Air Conditioners

Tel: 718-863-7529
Fax: 718-794-0857

3073 Westchester Avenue
Bronx, NY 10461

PelhambayHC@aol.com

JOHN SCANLON

One Stop Personal Service

Family Owned & Operated

The St. Catharine Varsity Cheerleaders.

Virginia McGuire celebrated her birthday on March 17 with a weekend bash in Lan-
tana, Florida.


